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Act - 001 
Department: None 
Sponsors: Megan McDaniel 


Whereas, the Constitution of the Student Government Assoeiation is the most important 
document of the organization; and 

Whereas, the Constitution passed in the spring eleetion of 2012 was not passed with By-laws; 
and 

Whereas, both of these documents must be in aecord for the Student Government to function 
properly; and 

Whereas, the Constitution and By-laws have now been revised and the proposed amendments 
create an aeeord between the governing documents; and 

Whereas, the amendments made to this doeument ereate a clearer and more effieient Student 
Government. 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the Constitutional amendments listed below be aceepted by the 
Senate. 

Therefore, let it further be resolved that these amendments be put to the students for approval 
in the fall election of 2012. 



Megan McDaniel 
Sponsor 

Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 

Dr. Chris Maggio 
Dean of Students 


Dr. Randall Webb 
University President 







THE CONSTITUTION 


OF THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT 

OF NORTHWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY OF LOUISIANA 

PREAMBLE 

We, the students of Northwestern State University of Louisiana, in order to provide 
an official and representative student organization, to investigate student problems 
and take appropriate action, to provide the official voice through which student 
opinion may be expressed, to encourage the development of responsible student 
participation in the overall policy and decision-making processes of the University 
community, to foster an awareness of the student’s role in the academic 
community, to enhance the quality and scope of education at the University, and to 
provide means for responsible and effective participation in the organization of 
student affairs, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Student 
Government of Northwestern State University of Louisiana. 


ARTICLE I. 


Membership and Structure 


Section 1.01 This organization of students shall be known as the Student 
Government Association of Northwestern State University. 

Section 1.02 All students enrolled at the University, as defined by the Office of the 
Registrar or the Office of the Dean of Students, shall be eligible to participate in 
Student Government, unless otherwise specified in this Constitution. 

Section 1.03All students not on scholastic or disciplinary probation, as so recorded 
by the Office of the Registrar, shall be eligible to campaign for and hold elective or 
appointed office within Student Government Association and must maintain a 2.0 
cumulative and semester GPA. 

Section 1.04A student must be registered as a full-time student, as so defined by 
the Office of the Registrar, in order to file for and campaign for elective office 
within Student Government, unless the student is granted exception by this 
Constitution. 

Section l.OSThe governing structure of the Student Government Association of 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana shall consist of the following three 
distinct branches: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. 

ARTICLE II. FUNDING 

Section 2.01 Student Government shall receive funding from the Student 
Government Association Budget. Additional revenue may be generated, as Student 
Government deems appropriate or necessary in accordance with established 
University policy. 

ARTICLE III. THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH 
Section 3.01 Duties and Structure 

A All executive powers shall be vested in the Executive Branch of Student 
Government. A primary charge of the Executive Branch shall be the timely 
implementation of all legislation enacted by the Senate of Student 
Government. 


Section 3.02 The Executive Board 

A The executive power of Student Government shall be vested in the officers 
of the Executive Board, including the Student Body President, Student Body 
Vice President, Chief of Staff, Treasurer, Communications Director, and 
Administrative Assistant. 

B The Student Body President and Student Body Vice-President shall serve 
one-year terms, beginning at inauguration. Officers of the Executive Branch 
shall serve until their respective replacements are appointed. 

C Members of the executive board must maintain a previous semester and 
cumulative G.P.A. of 2.5 

Section 3.03 The Student Body President 

A The student body shall elect the President. 

B During term of office, the President must be registered for at least twelve 
(12) semester hours if an undergraduate student, or nine (9) semester hours if 
a graduate student. 

C The President must have an overall grade point average of at least a 2.5. 

D Duties of the President 

i The President shall have the power to sign or veto all resolutions of 
the Senate of Student Government. 

ii The President shall faithfully execute all acts of the Senate. 

iii The President shall represent students before the administration of 
Northwestern State University of Louisiana, the Board of Regents 
and The University of Louisiana System, the City of Natchitoches, 
and the Louisiana Legislature. 

iv The President shall serve on, or send a representative to, the 
committees, boards, and legislative bodies of which the President is a 
member. 


V The President shall, with advice and approval of the Senate, appoint 
students to serve on the Executive Board. 

vi The President shall, with advice and approval of the Senate, nominate 
or appoint students to serve on University committees and boards. 

vii The President shall forward to the Dean of Students the names of 
students nominated to serve as members of the standing committees 
of the University and other standing committees as provided in 
established University policy. 

viii The President shall have the power to form ad hoc committees and 
shall assign the members of such committees. 

ix The President shall, at each meeting of the Senate, give information 
on the state of the University and Student Government, and 
recommend to their consideration such measures judged necessary 
and expedient. 

X The President shall have the power to, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene the Senate, giving written notice to all representatives at 
least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the special meeting. 

Section 3.04 The Student Body Vice President 

A The student body shall elect the Vice President. 

B During term of office, the Vice President must be registered for at least 

twelve (12) semester hours, or nine (9) semester hours if a graduate student. 

C The Vice President must have an overall grade point average of at least a 

2.5. 

D The duties of the Vice President 

i The Vice President shall serve on the committees, boards and 
legislative bodies of which the Vice President is a member. 

ii The Vice President shall assist the Student Body President with 
assigned responsibilities. 



iii 

The Vice President shall assume the office of Student Body President 
in the event that the President is unavailable to fulfill the duties of the 

office. 

iv 

The vice president shall oversee all committees of the SGA Senate. 

V 

Vice President shall preside over the meeting in the absence of the 

Speaker of the Senate. 

vi 

The Vice President shall monitor the operations of the Senate and 
shall have the power to remove senators for a failure to fulfill duties. 

Section 3.05The Treasurer of Student Government 

A The Internal Treasurer shall be appointed by the Student Body President, 
subject to a two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Senate. 

B Duties of the Treasurer 

i 

The Treasurer shall manage the finances of Student Government 
according to University rules and regulations. 

ii 

The Treasurer develop the annual budget and fiscal reports, to be 
approved by the Financial Committee. The Treasurer shall present the 
annual budget to the Senate no later than the third Senate meeting of 
the semester. 

iii 

The Treasurer shall present to the Senate a report and 
recommendation based on the fiscal impact of all bills with the 
appropriations of funds. The Treasurer shall, also, present to the 

Senate a report of the financial state of the Student Government every 
first and third meeting of the month. 

iv 

The Treasurer shall investigate and suggest methods of acquiring 
additional sources of funding for Student Government and shall 
monitor all methods of income. 

Section 3.06The Chief of Staff of Student Government 



A The Chief of Staff shall be appointed by the Student Body President, subject 
to a two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Senate. 

B Duties of the Chief of Staff 

i The Chief of Staff shall monitor all operations of the Executive 
Branch of Student Government as defined by the Student Body 
President and shall have the power to bring the executive members to 
an impeachment trial for failure to fulfill duties. 

ii The Chief of Staff shall recruit and train new officers of the 
Executive Branch, as well as train new Representatives of the Senate. 

iii The Chief of Staff shall provide continuity during the transition of 
Student Government administrations. 

Section 3.07 The Communications Director of Student Government 

A The Communications Director shall be appointed by the Student Body 
President, subject to a two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Senate. 

B Duties of the Communications Director 

i The Communications Director shall facilitate the internal and 
external communications of Student Government. 

ii The Communications Director shall represent Student Government in 
communications with the media. 

Section 3.08 The Secretary of Student Government 

A The Secretary shall be appointed by the Student Body President, subject to a 
two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Senate. 

B Duties of the Secretary 

i The Secretary shall be responsible for all administrative and clerical 
duties necessary to maintain the operations of Student Government 

ii The Secretary shall create and maintain a record of the activities of 
Student Government. 






iii The Secretary shall distribute all legislation approved by the Student 
Body President to the appropriate individuals and entities. 

iv The Secretary shall record all votes of the Senate and ensure that they 
are posted to the official SGA website. 

V The Secretary shall post all legislation and minutes to the website 
before the following meeting. 

Section 3.09 Succession 

A Should the President or Vice President not be able to fulfill his/her term, the 
position shall be filled according to the Order of Succession as follows: 

i President 

ii Vice President 

iii Speaker of the Senate 

B Should it be necessary to go beyond the order as mentioned here, the Senate 
shall appoint, with a super majority vote, a Speaker of the Senate, who then 
shall follow the Order of Succession. 

ARTICLE IV. THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 


Section 4.01 Membership and Structure 

A The Senate shall be comprised of 2 representatives from each department, 
each school, and General Studies program of the University, and two (2) 
representatives from the incoming class of first-year students. 

B The Senate shall be chaired by the Speaker of the Senate, elected from the 
membership of the Senate by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the total count of 
Representatives. 



C Two (2) representatives shall be elected from the incoming class of first-year 
students and serve one-year terms in the Senate. The two (2) representatives 
shall be first-year undergraduate, graduate, or transfer students, as so defined 
by the Office of the Registrar or the Office of the Dean of Students, and 
shall be elected during the first full month of classes in the fall semester 
(September). The procedures for filing, campaigning, and voting shall be 
determined in Article VI of the Constitution and the Election Code of 
Student Government. 

D Representatives from the departments and schools and University-wide 
Representatives must have completed a minimum of twelve (12) semester 
hours if an undergraduate student or nine (9) hours if a graduate student in 
residence at the University. The Student Government Association advisor 
will check to see if requirements are met. Except for first-year 
representatives, representatives must be enrolled in the college or school that 
they represent while filing and while holding office. 

E Representatives from the colleges and schools shall begin their terms at noon 
on the day after inauguration. First-year Representatives shall begin their 
terms at noon on the day after inauguration. Inauguration for First-Year shall 
be at the assembly meeting following the conclusion of elections. 

F Ex-officio members of the Senate include all members of the Executive 
Branch and Judicial Branch, and external appointments. 

G The Senate may also name additional members in this Constitution, who 
shall be ex-officio members without a vote in the Senate. Ex-officio 
members shall serve one-year terms and shall be subject to the same rules, 
provisions, and responsibilities as those, which govern Representatives, with 
the exception of voting privileges. 


Section 4.02Duties and Powers of the Senate 




A The Senate as a whole shall represent and advocate on behalf of all students 
at the University before any and all audiences including, but not limited to, 
the administration of Northwestern State University of Louisiana, the Board 
of Regents,-ef The University of Louisiana System, the City of 
Natchitoches, and the Louisiana Legislature. 

B The Senate shall be responsible for the proper and prudent distribution of 
Student Government funds. The Senate shall maintain funds for distribution 
to student organizations, to Student Government Agencies, and for special 
Student Government projects. The Senate must approve the budget of the 
Student Government. 

C The Senate must approve all appointments by the Student Body President, 
unless specified otherwise. Any appointment may be reversed by a two- 
thirds majority of the Senate. 

D The Senate shall have the power to create any appointive office or 

committee deemed necessary by passing an act with a simple majority vote. 
The positions may be filled with a 2/3 vote. 

E No formal action can be taken by the Senate without a quorum present, 
which shall consist of two-thirds (2/3) of the total active Representatives. 

The Senate shall have the power to convene itself by written request of one- 
third (1/3) of the total Representatives and to not convene itself by written 
request of two-thirds (2/3) of the total Representatives. 

F The Senate shall meet at least biweekly during the fall and spring semesters, 
on a specific day and time to be set by the Speaker of the Senate. 

G The Student Body President shall fill vacancies of a representative seat of a 
college or school by appointment, subject to a 2/3 approval of the Senate. 

All appointed Representatives must meet the same requirements as the 
elected Representatives. 

H The Senate may determine the rules of its proceedings and may elect officers 
not specified in this Constitution. 



I Bylaws of this Constitution regarding the entire Student Government must 
be enacted by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Representatives. 

J Each Representative shall have one vote. 

K An official record of all public votes must be kept. No secret ballots may be 
taken, unless an exception is granted in this constitution. 

ARTICLE V. THE JUDICIAL BRANCH 

Section S.Ol The Membership and Structure of the Judicial Court 

A The Judicial Court shall consist of five (5) Justices. Justices shall not, 

concurrent to service, hold any position within the Executive or Legislative 
Branches of Student Government. No person who is currently serving as a 
Justice of the Judicial Court may be elected to any position within Student 
Government, nor be appointed to any position external to the Judicial 
Branch by any member of Student Government. 

B Justices must have completed at least twelve (12) semester hours in 

residence at the University if an undergraduate or nine (9) hours in residence 
if a graduate student, must be registered as a student at the University, and 
must not be on scholastic or disciplinary probation at the time of 
appointment and while serving. 

C Justices shall serve until they resign, become ineligible to serve under the 
requirements of section 5.1, A and B, or are removed pursuant to Article VII 
of this Constitution. 

D If the Judicial Court consists of fewer than three (3) sitting Justices, new 
Justices shall be nominated by the Student Body President and confirmed by 
a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate. The President shall act within four (4) 
weeks to bring before the Senate one or more nominees to fill the vacant 
positions. If an insufficient number of nominees are confirmed by the Senate 
to bring the membership of the court to three (3) or more Justices, the 
President shall bring forward one or more subsequent nominees within four 
weeks of the Senate’s vote. 





E If the Judicial Court consists of three (3) or more sitting Justices, the sitting 
Justices shall select a nominee to fill each vacancy. Each nominee shall be 
subject to confirmation by a two thirds (2/3) vote of the Senate. If 
confirmed, the Student Body President may reject the nominee. The 
President’s decision to reject a nominee may be overridden by a three- 
quarters (3/4) vote of the Senate. 

F If a vacancy in the court is anticipated, the Judicial Court may initiate 

nomination and confirmation under 5.16 up to six (6) months in advance of 
the anticipated vacancy. A nominee confirmed in this way shall not begin 
serving as a Justice until a vacancy in the Court arises. 

G The Judicial Court shall elect a Chief Justice from among its members by the 
end of the spring semester of each year. If the office of Chief Justice 
becomes vacant, the Court shall immediately elect a new Chief Justice from 
among its members. 

Section 5,02 The Duties of the Judicial Court 

A The Judicial Court shall have sole original jurisdiction in all cases arising 
under this Constitution and its associated rules, regulations, or bylaws. 

B The court shall hear all cases in which any student, faculty member, staff 
member, administrator, or student organization at Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana brings an actionable complaint. 

C The Judicial Court shall have the power, at its discretion, to issue non¬ 
binding advisory opinions on any issue within its jurisdiction. 






D The Judicial Court shall certify the validity of signatures of all petitions filed 
with Student Government for referendum, initiative, or constitutional 
initiative in a timely manner in order to fulfill the requirements of publishing 
and preparing the ballot item. The wording of a referendum, initiative, or 
constitutional initiative submitted by petition may be amended only if 
approved by the Judicial Court. The Judicial Court shall not approve the 
amending of a ballot item if requested less than three (3) weeks in advance, 
if the proposed amendment changes the effect or substance of the original 
petition submitted, or if the amendment significantly alters the original 
petition in any other way. 

E The Judicial Court shall establish its own rules of procedure. 

i The Judicial Court rules of procedure, along with any other internal 
rules and procedures necessary for the proper functioning of the 
duties of the Court shall be contained in the Judicial Court Bylaws. 

ii Changes or additions to the Judicial Court Bylaws shall be proposed 
by a majority vote of the Judicial Court and confirmed by a majority 
vote of the Senate. 

F The Judicial Court shall maintain a journal of its proceedings, and shall issue 
written opinions in all cases brought before it. The Court shall make all 
opinions it has rendered publicly available. An opinion shall be made 
publicly available within one (1) week of the Court’s decision in each case. 

Section 5.03 The Powers of the Judicial Court 

A The Judicial Court without a quorum present may take no formal action. 

i A quorum shall consist of all currently serving Justices. 

ii The Court shall have the power to hear and decide cases only if there 
are at least three (3) justices serving on the Court. 

B The Judicial Court shall have the power to issue writs of injunction and writs 
of mandamus. 





C The Judicial Court shall have the power to declare null and void any act of 
Student Government that violates this Constitution or its associated rules, 
regulations, or bylaws. 

D Opinions of the Judicial Court shall have persuasive precedential value in 
subsequent proceedings of the Judicial Court and shall have binding 
precedential value over subsequent proceedings of the Election Supervisory 
Board. The passage of time shall not cause the precedential value of an 
opinion to expire. 

ARTICLE VI. ELECTIONS 



A The Election Supervisory Board shall conduct and oversee elections. This 
shall include all elections required by this Constitution or referred by other 
University policy-making boards or administrative bodies. 

B The Election Supervisory Board shall be selected by a committee consisting 
of the leaders or Representatives from each of the entities utilizing the 
Student Government Election Code to govern their elections. 

C The committee shall appoint an Election Supervisory Board of no fewer than 
nine students, including designating one person as Chair. Each member of 
the Election Supervisory Board must be a student at the University and must 
not be on scholastic or disciplinary probation while holding office but no 
previous experience in any organization or with student elections is 
necessary. Quorum shall stand at six (6) members. The board shall be 
assembled no later than the first week of September. 

D The Election Supervisory Board shall be responsible for creating and 

amending an Election Code to be submitted to the Senate for approval by a 
majority of the Representatives. No election rules may be enacted within 
four (4) weeks prior to an election. 



E The Election Supervisory Board shall first hear election disputes and 

grievances. Decisions of the Election Supervisory Board may be appealed 
and heard by the Judicial Court on the basis that the decision of the Board 
contravenes this Constitution, the Election Code, or another rule, regulation, 
or bylaw pursuant to this Constitution. 

Section 6.02General elections shall be held on the Wednesday and Thursday of the 
week two weeks prior to the start of the University’s spring break. 

Section 6.03Elections for the two (2) Representatives from the incoming class of 
first-year students shall be held on one (1) weekday during the third full week of 
September. 

A Filing shall begin the day before the first full day of classes of the fall 
semester and last for three (3) full weeks. 

B Campaigning shall begin the day after the filing deadline and last for one (1) 
full week. The Election Code of the Student Government shall determine all 
campaign regulations. 

C The Election Board shall oversee the elections of the First-year 
Representatives. 

Section 6.04The Student Body President or the Senate by a three fourths (3/4) vote 
shall have the power to call special elections. 

Section 6.05Each student may cast one (1) vote for Student Body President and 
Student Body Vice President, one (1) vote for each available seat for their 
respective college or school in the Senate, and one (1) vote for each available 
University-wide Representative seat. First-year students may cast one (1) vote for 
each First-year Representative elected from the incoming class of undergraduate 
and graduate first-year students. 

Section 6.06The candidate or candidates receiving the highest number of votes for 
the Senate seat or seats available shall be certified in the respective position. 

Section 6.07 Runoff Elections 

A If the top candidates receive a tie vote, a runoff election will occur. 



B A candidate for Student Body President or Student Body Vice President 
must receive a simple majority of the votes cast in his or her respective race 
to be certified. 

C If no candidate for President or Vice President receives a simple majority of 
the votes, the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes for the 
respective position shall have a runoff election. 

D The candidate receiving the highest number of votes in the runoff shall be 
certified in the position. 

E In the case of a tie in the runoff for President, Vice President, or 

Representative, the current and newly elected Representatives shall vote on 
the two candidates. The candidate who receives a majority of the votes of 
the Representatives present and voting shall be certified for the position. A 
Representative who serves in both assemblies is entitled to two votes. In the 
case of a tie, the current President shall cast the deciding vote. 

Section 6.08There shall be no constitutional provision requiring a minimum 
number of voters participating in any general or special election in order to validate 
that election. 

ARTICLE VII. REMOVAL 

Section 7.01 Officers of the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Branches may be 
impeached and removed from office for failure to fulfill the duties and 
responsibilities mandated in this Constitution or in the Bylaws of Student 
Government. 

Section 7.02 A voting member of the Senate or the Chief of Staff must sponsor 
impeachment legislation. 

Section 7.03In the event of impeachment, removal hearings shall take place in the 
next meeting of the Senate as the first order of business. The Chief Justice of the 
Judicial Court shall preside at such hearings unless the Chief Justice is the subject 
of the hearing in which case the rules of procedure of the Judicial Court shall 
determine the presiding officer. A three-fourths (3/4) majority vote of 
Representatives shall be necessary for removal. 





Section 7.04Removal hearings shall be open to the public. Ballots for 
impeachment are to be secret ballots. 

Section 7.05The Vice President has the power to remove senators for failure to 
comply with office hour regulations. 

A The Senator removed from office by the Vice President has the right to 
appeal. 

B The appeal shall be heard in the manner described in Section 6.03. 

C The burden of proof lies with the Vice President to malfeasance of duty. 

Section 7.06If removed, the person may not join the legislative, executive, or 
judicial branch of the NSU Student Government for the rest of the current 
semester, or for the following semester, summer non-inclusive. 

ARTICLE VIll. INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM 

Section 8.01 Students, upon petition of thirty percent (30%) of the total number of 
valid ballots cast in the most recent general election of Student Government, shall 
have the right of statutory initiative. 

Section 8.02 Students, upon petition of ten percent (10%) of the total number of 
valid ballots cast in the most recent general election of Student Government, shall 
have the right of referendum. 

Section 8.03The Senate, by majority vote, may refer any part of pending action to 
students for a vote at the next election. 

ARTICLE IX. AMENDMENTS 

Section 9.01 Any amendment to this Constitution proposed within the Senate must 
be passed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Representatives. Such amendments 
shall be presented to the students at the next election. 




Section 9.02 Students, upon petition of thirty percent (30%) of the total number of 
valid ballots cast in the most recent general election of Student Government, shall 
have the right of constitutional initiative. Such amendments shall be presented to 
the students at the next election. 

Section 9.03 Any proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be made available 
for public inspection a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to the election. A proposed 
amendment, together with the parts of the Constitution affected, shall be submitted 
to the Editor of current sauce at least one (1) week prior to the election. 

Section 9.04If an amendment receives a majority of ballots cast, the Student Body 
President must forward the amendment to the proper University authorities within 
one (1) week. 

ARTICLE X. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 10.01 No expenditures shall be allowed that would result in a deficit 
in any Student Government account. 

Section 10.02 The same person shall not hold two offices within the executive 
branch simultaneously, nor shall two persons simultaneously hold the same 
elective office. The same person shall not hold office in more than one branch of 
the Student Government simultaneously. 

Section 10.03 Student Government, as an entity, may not make any 
endorsements in any student elections, regardless of whether or not that election 
falls under the jurisdiction of the Student Government Election Code. 

Section 10.04 This Constitution supersedes all previous constitutions of the 
Student Government and its ratification nullifies all pending amendments to the 
current constitution. This Constitution shall take immediate effect when it shall 
have been ratified by a majority of ballots cast in an election by the members of the 
student body and approved in accordance with Section 10.7 below. 


Section 10.05 All officials elected under the requirements of the previous 
constitution shall remain in their respective offices if they do exist and shall 
exercise their corresponding duties and responsibilities as set forth in this 
Constitution until their terms of office have expired. Any new offices shall be 
filled at the soonest possible time. 

Section 10.06 This Constitution and its associated rules, regulations, and 
amendments thereto are subject to provisions of the Rules and Regulations of the 
Board of Regents and The University of Louisiana System 


F 2012 August 27 
Act - 002 
Department: None 
Sponsors: Megan McDaniel 

Whereas, the By-Laws of the Student Government Assoeiation is an important governing 
document of the organization; and 

Whereas, the Constitution passed in the spring election of 2012 was not passed with By-laws; 
and 

Whereas, both of these documents must be in accord for the Student Government to function 
properly; and 

Whereas, the By-Laws and Constitution have now been revised and the proposed amendments 
create an accord between the governing doeuments; and 

Whereas, the amendments made to this document create a clearer and more efficient Student 
Government. 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the amendments to the By-Laws listed below be accepted by 
the Senate. 


Megan McDaniel 
Sponsor 


Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 


Dr. Chris Maggio 
Dean of Students 


Dr. Randall Webb 
University President 


northwestern State 

University 



Student Government Association 

Bylaws 

2012-2013 



ARTICLE I. STANDING COMMITTEES 


SECTION 1.01 Purpose 

A The Standing Committees of the Student Government Assoeiation shall be permanent avenues with 
which to handle issues pertinent to the Student Government Association, students, and Northwestern 
State University's campus at large. 

B The Standing Committees shall be Financial, Organizational Relief Fund, Club Sports, Lecture and 
Leisure, and Student Affairs. 

SECTION 1.02 Committee Heads 

A Standing Committee heads shall be nominated by the Presidential Cabinet and approved by the Senate 
with a 2/3 vote. 

i Committee heads must be selected within 3 weeks of the first official Assembly meeting. 

ii A Committee head's term shall last one academic year unless otherwise stated in these By-laws. 

iii No one person may serve as Committee head for two or more committees simultaneously. 

B The duties of the Committee Heads shall be to: 

i Hold committee meetings twice a month, unless otherwise stated in these by-laws. 

ii Oversee that all committee members are performing their duties. 

iii Give a report at the Senate meetings, or designate a member of their committee to do so if they 
are unable to attend. 

iv Vote only in the case of a tie. 

C Failure of a Committee head to perform stated duties shall be considered malfeasance of office. 

D Should a Committee head be unable to complete his or her term, an interim Committee head shall be 
nominated by the Presidential Cabinet and approved by the Senate with a 2/3 vote. 


ARTICLE II. FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 


Section 2.01 Purpose. 

A The general purpose of this Committee shall be to: 

i Assist the SGA Treasurer in carrying out his/her duties. 

ii Working with the Financial Aid Department of Northwestern State University in seeing that the 
SGA Scholarships are provided for during the Fall, Spring, and Summer semesters. The 
Scholarships are outlined in Article VII. 

iii To perform any other pertinent services not mentioned herein. 

iv To offer forums, panels, or events that outline financial issues affecting students, including 
loans, scholarships, grants, student fees, and various funding opportunities offered through the 


Student Government. 

Section 2.02 Membership. 

A The Financial Committee will consist of five members. The SGA President shall nominate all members, 
with approval from the Senate. The Treasurer shall then designate which of those 5 members shall be 
Committee Head. 

B Four-fifths (4/5) of the committee shall constitute a quorum. 


Section 2.03 The Scantron Giveaway 

A The Scantron giveaway is the duty of all senators in Student Government, however, it is overseen by the 
Financial Committee. 

i Senators shall administer the scantron giveaway in the SGA office during times specified and 
agreed upon by the Financial Committee. 

ii Students shall be limited to two (2) scantrons per day and must write their name and type of 
scantron they have received on a form provided to the labs by the Financial Committee. 

iii The Financial Committee must submit a budget for scantrons to the Senate for approval each 
semester. 
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ARTICLE III. LECTURE AND LEISURE SERIES COMMITTEE 
Section 3.01 Purpose. 

A The general purpose of the Lecture and Leisure Series Committee shall be to: 

i To present, when enough funds have accumulated, distinguished lecturers of academic or 
professional merit to speak to students. 

ii To offer leisure activities at least once per semester. 

iii To perform any other pertinent services not mentioned herein. 

U Members of this Committee shall meet once a week to keep these boards as up to date as possible. 

ARTICLE IV. CLUB SPORTS COMMITTEE 
Section 4.01 Purpose 

A The Club Sports Committee shall serve to offer new Club Sports, to review proposed allocations of 

monies brought to the SGA by any club sport, and to perform any other pertinent services not mentioned 
herein. 

i The Financial Committee and then the Senate must first approve all recommendations from this 
committee. 

ii All matters concerning club sports should be referred to the Club Sports Handbook found in the 
“Governing Documents” section on the SGA Website. 

iii The Club Sports Committee membership is defined in Article 2.06 of the Club Sports 
Handbook. 

iv This committee shall be open to all Northwestern students, not solely SGA senators. 

ARTICLE V. STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Section 5.01 Purpose. 

A The general purpose of the Department of Student Affairs shall be to: 

i Deal with problems on campus life brought to the attention of the Senate and to suggest 
solutions to any such problems. 

ii To sponsor at least one event per semester this relates to student affairs. 

iii Head the Demon Discount Program. 

iv To perform any other pertinent services not mentioned herein. 

Section 5.02 Demon Discount Program. 

A The Demon Discount Program consists of a listing of businesses in the area that offer NSU student 

discounts. The program is intended to provide NSU students with an easy reference for finding discount 
opportunities. 

B The Demon Discount Committee shall be formed, made up of Senators with a Committee head 
C The Demon Discount Committee shall be in charge of contacting the businesses to be put on a list as 
well as renewing businesses throughout each year in an effort to keep the list as accurate as possible. 

D The committee is in charge of updating the handouts and providing the updated information to the SGA 
Webmaster for publication on the SGA website. 

E The committee shall also be charged with publicizing the program. 

F The committee will provide window signs for businesses participating in the program, so that students 
can easily identify businesses at which they can receive discounts. 

G This program requires minimal funding; only printing fees. 

H Funding shall come from within the SGA budget and shall be approved annually. The committee is in 
charge of getting estimates and requesting the funds from the SGA. 

i The committee shall also be allowed to solicit a limited number of advertisements to be placed 
on the handouts to help cover the cost of printing. Advertisements are to come only from 
businesses that are participating in the program. 

ii Payment for advertisements should be in the form of checks written to Northwestern State 
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University. 

iii The list shall be printed on a wallet size foldable handout; the number of handouts to be printed 
each semester will be based on the funding available and at the discretion of the committee and 
the Senate 

I An abbreviated version of the list will be added to tbe SGA informational pamphlet. 

J The list shall be available on the SGA website. 

ARTICLE VI. ORGANIZATIONAL RELIEF FUND COMMITTEE 

Section 6.01 Purpose 

A The purpose of the Organizational Relief Fund Committee (O.R.F.C) shall be to provide aid associated 
with student travel to conferences, conventions, or competitions that are educational, academic, or 
professional in nature. Reimbursements are governed by University travel regulations. 

B The O.R.F.C shall be the only mechanism through which Organizational Relief Funds may be solicited; 
furthermore, it shall have sole authority over the expenditures of the Organizational Relief Fund Fee. 
The budget unit head and/or the approving agent cannot override the decisions of the O.R.F.C unless the 
decision of the O.R.F.C conflicts with the original legislation governing the use of the Organizational 
Relief Fund Fee or university policy. 

C The Organizational Relief Fund Fee will be assessed to all students registered at Northwestern State 
University of Louisiana, excluding the Shreveport campus. 

Section 6.02 Membership 

A The Organizational Relief Fund Committee shall consist of the following ten members: 

B Vice President of the SGA, who shall serve as Chairman. 

C Treasurer of SGA, who shall serve as Vice-Chairman. 

D Two senators nominated by the Vice-President and approved by the Senate. 

E Two students, who are not members of any organization that receive student self assessed fees, 
nominated by the Vice-President and approved by the Senate. 

F One member of the Student Activities board, appointed by the SAB. 

G The Faculty Senate shall appoint two faculty or staff members, who are not the primary advisor to any 
student organization. 

H All appointed students shall one year on the with eligibility for reappointment at the end of the term 
period. 

I All appointed faculty or staff members shall serve for one year with eligibility for reappointment at the 
end of the term period. 

J The Director of Student Activities or said designee shall serve as an ex-officio member. 

K Two alternate members who meet any of the above criteria. They may only be a voting member if the 
committee does not have seven voting members present at the ORF meeting. 

L Members missing more than two unexcused absences will be removed from the committee. 

i Any absence excuses will be turned into the Vice President of the Student Government. 

Section 6.03 Guidelines for Organizational Relief Fund Applications 

A Only University Recognized Student Organizations and Organizations sponsored by University 
Departments shall be given consideration. 

B The organization and all traveling members must be in good standing with the University. 

C All students traveling must have paid the Organizational Relief Fund Fee for the semester they are 
traveling, with the exeeption of the summer sessions if the fee was paid the previous spring semester. 

D Funding will be made available for one NSU advisor or designated faculty/staff accompanying students 
on the trip 

E Organizations can only be funded once per academic semester with a limit of two funded proposals per 
academic year (Academic year = fall, spring, and summer sessions). 

F Social and/or local events shall not be funded, with the exception of registration fees for local events. 
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G Organizations must raise at least fifty percent of the total funds. 

H Organizations must have all necessary signatures to be given consideration. 

I Travel mandated by course syllabi will not be considered for funding. 

J O.R.F.C shall meet once per month during the fall and spring semesters or as needed to review available 
grants. Applications for summer/early fall travel should be made during the spring semester. 

K All applications must be received at least seven days prior to the meeting at which they will be 
considered. 

L In the case of domestic travel the application must be received in time to be considered at a meeting no 
less than 30 days before the date of travel. 

M In the case of international travel the application must be received in time to be considered at a meeting 
no later than 60 days before the date of travel and a letter explaining the reason for the trip for the 
President’s office must be submitted with the application 

N After an Organization has been awarded ORF funding, they have 5 business days to meet with the 
Director of Student Activities to set up for travel. 

O If an organization has items paid for travel and do not travel; they are responsible to pay this money 
back into the ORF account after a review of the ORF Committee and a meeting with the Organization. 
Should they fail to meet this requirement the organization will not be eligible for further ORF funding 
until the outstanding balance is returned to the ORF. 

P Should the balance still be outstanding after 12 months, the organization will be referred to the 
University Committee for review of their RSO status. 

Q A RSO is not eligible to receive funding from the Organizational Relief Fund Committee if receiving 
funding from the Club Sports budget for the same proposal. 

R Failure to comply with above guidelines and university policy could result in loss of ORF funding. 

Section 6.04 Voting 

A Seven-ninths (7/9) of the voting members as well as the ex-officio member must be present all meetings 
in order for O.R.F.C. to satisfy quorum. If the Chairman cannot attend, the Vice-Chairman shall chair 
the meeting. Either the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman must be present at all meetings. 

B Grant approval must receive a majority vote of the Committee members present. 

C Should there be a tie the Committee Chairman shall decide the outcome of the vote. 

D The outcome of each organization’s grant application shall be submitted in writing within one week of 
consideration. 

E The Chairman or the Vice-Chairman shall make a monthly report to the senate of all organizations 
considered. 

ARTICLE VII. SCHOLARSHIPS 

A The Scholarships of the SGA shall be as follows: 

i The President of the SGA shall receive a full-time scholarship. (A full-time scholarship provides 
a stipend equivalent to the cost of the infirmary fee. Titanium meal plan, rental of a dormitory 
room, registration fee, and any other fees charged at registration.) 

ii The Vice-President shall receive a scholarship equivalent to three-fourths that of a full-time 
scholarship. 

iii The Treasurer shall receive a scholarship equivalent to one-half that of a full-time scholarship. 

iv The Speaker of the Senate (Senate Chair) shall receive a scholarship equivalent to tuition 
(tuition waiver). 

B Changes in scholarship amount, which require a two-thirds vote of the Senate, may not be activated until 
the next fiscal year. 

C The Student Government Association will use its four tuition exemptions from the Board of Supervisors 
for these scholarships. 

D Fees in excess of the four exemptions shall be provided for within SGA's budget. 

E If a tuition waiver is not used by an executive position, a senatorial scholarship committee established 
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and headed by the SGA president will decide guidelines for the applicants, and suggest a recipient of 
this award. 

i The Senators, needing a two-thirds vote of the active membership to be awarded to the applicant 
chosen, will vote this award on. 

ARTICLE VIII. SGA STUDENT LOAN 

A The SGA Student Loan shall serve to aid those NSU students financial assistance. 

B The applicants must: 

i Be a full-time Northwestern State University student 

ii Be in good standing with the University 

iii Have a 2.0 cumulative grade point average 

iv Have a 2.0 grade point average for the semester preceding application for a loan 

V Have paid registration/tuition fees paid for the current semester or, if paying an installment plan, 
must be current with payments 

vi Have a good loan record 
C Loan Options: 

i Students shall be offered the following repayment options: 

1) shall be required to repay the loan, plus a $1 service charge within 30 days 

2) shall be required to repay half the amount plus half the service charge with in one 30 day 

period and shall pay the other half of the amount and service charge within the second 30 
day period. 

D Application Guidelines 

i Students shall not be allowed to apply: 

1) Before the last 30 days within the semester for the 30 days repayment option 

2) Before the last 60 days within the semester for the 60 days repayment option 

ii Student Loans may not exceed $100 

iii Students meeting the requirements in section 5.B must apply Monday, Wednesday, or Friday 
from 1:30pm until 3:30pm in the Dean of Student Affairs Office. 

iv Failure to pay with allotted time: 

1) students will have an additional $5 charge added to the loan. 

2) failure to before tbe end of the semester for which it was applied, students will have a hold 
on his/her NSU account and will be ineligible to receive a SGA Student Loan for one 
year. 

ARTICLE IX. MEDIA BOARD 

Section 9.01 Purpose and Authority. 

A Tbe Media Board of Northwestern State University shall serve as the advisory/selection committee for 
all Student Media. It shall in no way act as a censoring agent, unless otherwise specified in this 
document. 

Section 9.02 Membership 

A The Media Board. 

i Chairman - Vice-President of External Affairs. Votes only to break tie. 

ii Vice Chairman - SGA President. 

iii Member - Designee of University, cannot be advisor to any student media. 

iv Member - Student member of the University Student Self Assessed Fee Review Committee, (if 

the SGA President is also a member of the SSAF Review Committee a designee will be 
appointed by the SSAF Review Committee to serve as the student member of the Media Board). 

V Member - faculty advisor for the Current Sauce 

vi Member - faculty advisor for the Potpourri 

vii Member - faculty advisor for the Argus 
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viii Member - faculty advisor for KNWD 

1) If any advisor is assigned to multiple media he/she will be a media board member 
representing one of their media. He/she will appoint a designee for each additional 
medium. 

Section 9.03 Power and Duties. 

A The powers of the Media Board shall be as follows: 

i To recommend the advisor of each publication and the radio station to the University President. 

ii To select all Editors-in-Chief and managers of student publications and the radio station 
according to the guidelines mentioned herein. 

iii To provide a forum for issues related to policies concerning student media. 

iv To make suitable recommendations to the President of the University and/or the SGA. 

Section 9.04 Student Media. 

A d'he official Student Media of Northwestern State University will consist of: 

i Current Sauce - Newspaper 

ii Potpourri - Yearbook 

iii Argus - Literary Magazine 

iv KNWD-FM - Radio Station 

B The Student Media will receive their funding through the Student Government Association. 

C The Editors-in-Chief and the General Manager will be responsible for maintaining publications, and 
broadcast, respectively, of the best possible quality. 

D Editors-in-Chief and the General Manager will be responsible to adhering to the guidelines set in these 
Media Board By-laws. 

E A representative from the Current Sauce will attend all Student Senate meetings, and the minutes of 
each meeting will be printed in the Current Sauce. 

Section 9.05 Qualifications 

A An applicant for position of Editor-in-Chief or General Manager of any Student Media in Section 4.0 
must: 

i Be a full-time undergraduate at Northwestern State University at the time of application, and be 
enrolled as a full-time undergraduate throughout his or her term. 

ii Elave a 2.0 cumulative GPA at the time of application and earn a 2.0 GPA each semester during 
his or her term. 

iii Be in good academic and disciplinary standing with the university at the time of application and 
maintain that standing through out his or her term. 

iv Have completed at least 45 credit hours as determined by the Office of the Registrar. 

V Not serve, during his or her term in any other position at this University in which he or she will 

receive a scholarship, which comes from Student Association Fees. 

vi Candidates aspiring to obtain the office of Editor-in-Chief or general manager, shall file an 
application with the Student Media Board containing the names of the proposed Business 
Manager and the other most important staff members. The Media Board shall determine 
whether or not each candidate is qualified to serve in the position in which he or she has been 
appointed. 

vii Not serve on the Executive Board of the Student Government Association while acting as 
Editor-in-Chief or General Manager. 

B The applicant for position of Current Sauce editor-in-chief must meet the following requirements: 

i Applicant must have served on the Current Sauce staff at least one semester prior to selection. 

ii Applicant must have completed Journalism 2510 (News Writing I) and Journalism 3080 
(Editing) before his or her term as editor. The applicant must have also taken Journalism 3040 
(Communications Law) or enroll in and pass the course during the fall semester of his or her 
term, as determined by the Registrar. If the applicant drops or fails the course during his or her 
term, he or she will be removed from the position. 
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C The applicant for position of Potpourri Editor-in-Chief must meet the following requirements: 

i Applicant must have served on the Potpourri staff at least one semester prior to selection. 

ii Applicant must have completed Journalism 2510 (News Writing I) and Journalism 3080 
(Editing) before his or her term as editor. The applicant must have also taken Journalism 3040 
(Communications Law) or enroll in and pass the course during the fall semester of his or her 
term, as determined by the Registrar. If the applicant drops or fails the course during his or her 
term, he or she will be removed from the position. 

D The applicant for position of Argus Editor-in-Chief must meet the following requirements: 

i Applicant must have served on Argus staff at least one semester prior to selection. 

ii Applicant must have completed at least six hours in English with a 2.5 average, as determined 
by tbe Registrar. 

E The applicant for position of KNWD-FM General Manager must meet the following requirements: 

i Applicant must have served on KNWD staff at least one semester prior to selection. 

ii Applicant must have completed Mass Communications Practicum 1980, in the radio area, as 
determined by the Registrar. 

F An Editor-in-Chief or General Manager will be removed from office if he or she fails to meet the 
requirements set by the Media Board By-laws or the University. 

G If the Senate rejects a recommendation, from the Media Board, or Editor-in-Chief or general manager, 
the recommendation will be sent back to the Media Board for reconsideration, at which time, another 
recommendation will be made. 

H In the absence of a qualified or acceptable candidate for the position of Editor-in-Chief or General 
Manager, the Media Board may recommend to the Senate the individual who best fulfills the 
qualifications. 

Section 9.06 Media Board Meetings. 

A The procedures of the Media Board shall be in accordance with Robert Rules of Order. 

B The Secretary of the SGA or his or her designee will attend each Media Board meeting to take minutes. 
A copy of these minutes must be submitted to the Senate and the Media Board members. 

C Tbe Media Board will hold meetings when deemed necessary by the Chairman with at least a one-week 
notice. 

D A quorum of Media Board members must be present at each meeting (quorum will be 7 members). 

E Media Board meetings will comply with the State of Louisiana's open meeting laws. 

Section 9.07 Scholarships. 

A The Potpourri Editor-in-Chief, the Current Sauce Editor-in-Chief, and the KNWD-FM general manager 
shall receive a full scholarship including tuition, student self-assessed fees, a double room, and a 19MP 
meal plan for the fall and spring semesters. The Media Board with approval of the Senate will determine 
summer scholarships for editors, managers, and staff. 

B The Argus editor shall receive a scholarship equal to one-half that of a full scholarship as mentioned 
above. 

C If for any reason, an editor or manager is unable to complete bis or ber term, the scholar ship recipient 
will refund his or her scholarship for said semester that the position is vacated if so specified by a two- 
tbirds vote of the Senate. 

D The Potpourri shall receive no more than five full-time scholarships, including that of the Editor-in- 
Chief 

E The Current Sauce shall receive no more than five full-time scholarships, including that of the Editor-in- 
Chief 

F KNWD-FM shall receive no more than three full-time scholarships, including that of the General 
Manager. 

G The Argus shall receive no more than one full-time scholarship, including that of the editor. 

Section 9.08 Budgets. 

A The Editor/General Manager, in conjunction with his or her student publication advisor, shall submit a 

3 



proposed budget for approval to the Senate at the beginning of each semester when said budget will take 
effect. 

B The Media Board shall work with the SGA Treasurer and/or the Financial Committee when any student 
media budget is being reviewed or questioned. 

Section 9,09 Censorship. 

A No individual, except the editor of the publication or the General Manager of the radio station, shall be 
allowed to censor any student media, as long as each publication or broadcast adheres to all Federal laws 
and regulations that govern such media. 


ARTICLE X. STUDENT SUPREME COURT 
Section 10.01 Authority. 

A The Student Supreme Court is the constitutionally empowered Judicial Branch of the Student 
Government Association. The Court functions in accordance with the Constitution of the Student 
Government Association of Northwestern State University. 

Section 10.02 Objectives. 

A The purpose of the Court: 

i To insure that interests and rights of all parties involved in a case are properly safeguarded. 

ii To insure due process in all claims brought before the Court as described in the Constitution. 

iii To uphold the policies and rules of the Student Government Association Constitution; and to 
render interpretations of that Constitution when appropriate. 

iv To hear, in a fair and impartial manner, all cases properly referred to the court or to render 
judgment on acts of the Student Senate when appropriate. 

V To deliver opinions on issues within its jurisdiction. 

Section 10.03 Membership. 

A The Student Supreme Court shall consist of those members stated in the Constitution. 

B The Secretary of the SGA shall serve as Clerk of the Student Supreme Court when it is in session. 

C Quorum of the court shall be defined as all currently serving Justices of the Supreme Court being 
present. 

Section 10.04 Duties of Justices. 

A The Chief Justice shall: 

i Be completely familiar with the Student Government Association Constitution. 

ii Preside over all sessions of the Student Supreme Court or impeachment proceedings of the 
Student Senate. 

iii Authenticate by signature the official minutes of each Court session. 

iv Write the opinion of the court or assign an associate Justice to write the opinion of the Court. 
B The Associate Justices shall: 

i Be completely familiar with the Student Government Association Constitution. 

ii Meet upon the call of the Chief Justice. 

iii Consider each case in full light of the objectives of the Court and the Student Government 
Association Constitution. 

iv Protect the dignity of the Court and individual rights by not discussing Court proceedings 
outside of the Court's sessions. 

v Any Associate Justice who fails to attend two meetings of the Supreme Court called in proper 
fashion by the Chief Justice without valid excuse no later that 48 hours after the meeting’s 
scheduled time will be subject to immediate removal from the court. 

C The justices of the Supreme Court are mandated to meet no less than once a month to discuss the 
pertinent information of SGA. The meeting shall be during the first week of the month and set by the 
Chief Justice. Should a Justice fail to fulfill this requirement twice in a semester without appropriate 
excuse given to the Student Body President then the President shall notify them of their immediate 
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removal from the court. Should the Chief Justice fail to call the Supreme Court or give adequate (one 
week) notice of the meeting twice in a semester the President shall notify the Chief Justice of their 
removal from the court. 

Section 10.05 Duties of the Clerk of Court. 

A The Clerk of Court shall transcribe and type the official minutes of the Student Supreme Court, but may 
not enter into discussion in any form. 

i The Clerk of Court shall submit the typed minutes to the Chief Justice within forty-eight hours 
of the meeting. 

ii The typed meeting minutes shall pass only from chief justice to chief justice. 

Section 10.06 The Hearing. 

A After the Chief Justice has received written notification of a request for a hearing by the Student 
Supreme Court, or a request from two Justices requesting that the Court consider a specific matter as 
provided for in the Student Government Association Constitution, the Chief Justice shall call a meeting 
of the Student Supreme Court. 

B The Court shall determine, by simple majority vote, if it properly has jurisdiction over the matter 
referred. 

i If the Court determines that the matter referred to is not properly within its jurisdiction, it so 
notifies the parties concerned, the President of the Student Government Association, and the 
Dean of Students. 

ii The Supreme Court meeting in which jurisdiction is decided shall be a closed meeting with only 
the justices and Clerk of Court present. 

C If the Court determines that it has jurisdiction, the Clerk of Court shall read any charges brought before 
the Court. 

i The Chief Justice shall, in writing, notify all parties to the case, the President of the Student 
Government Association and the Dean of Students that a case is pending before the Court, 
giving the date, time, and place of the hearing. 

ii The Clerk of Court shall deliver the notification within forty-eight hours after the charges are 
brought. 

iii The Court must hear the case within fourteen days of notice. Both the Plaintiff(s) and/or the 
Defendant(s) may be accompanied to the hearings by advisors or representatives from the 
University community as determined by the Dean of Students. 

iv All hearings of the Student Supreme Court are open. 

V Deliberation of the Student Supreme Court Justiees will be held in close sessions. 

D The Chief Justice shall call the Court in session if a quorum is present on the appointed day and time of 
the session. The hearing shall adhere to the following prescribed order. 

i The Chief Justice shall verbally review the specific case before the court. 

ii The plaintiff shall present his or her case. 

iii Discussion is limited to the Justices of the Student Supreme Court and the Plaintiff or his or her 
representative(s). 

iv The Defendant, at the direction of the Chief Justice, may ask questions of the Plaintiff or his or 
her representative(s). 

V The Defendant shall present his or her case. 

vi Discussion is limited to Justices of the Student Supreme Court and the Plaintiff or his or her 
representative(s). 

vii The Plaintiff, at the direction of the Chief Justice, may ask questions of the court and the 
Defendant or his or her representative(s). 

viii The Chief Justice shall declare the session closed and remove everyone from the room, 
including the Clerk of Court. 

E The Justices shall deliberate the case and arrive at their decision via individual vote. 

i A simple majority shall determine the decision of the court. 
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ii The Chief Justice will write or assign an Associate Justice to write the decision of the Court, 
with signatures by all Justices present at the hearing. 

iii A period of twenty-four hours will be allowed for preparation of the written decision. Upon 
completion of the written decision, the Chief Justice will send copies to all parties involved, the 
SGA President, and the Dean of Student. 

Section 10.07 Removal. 

A The removal procedure for a Student Supreme Court member shall be in accordance with Article VII of 
the Constitution. 


ARTICLE XI. OFFICE HOURS 

Section 11.01 Definition. 

A Executive office hours are any Student Government Association work completed by a member of the 
Executive Branch of the SGA or the Speaker of the Senate. 

B Senate office hours are any Student Government Association work completed by a member of the 
Senate of the Student Government. 

C Office Hours do not include general assembly meetings. 

D For an office hour to be counted, it must be logged within the week it was completed. A week will be 
considered the previous Friday at 9 pm to the current Friday at 9 pm. The Viee President will collect log 
sheets weekly and Executive hours will be collected by the Chief of Staff. 

Section 11.02 President. 

A The executive office hours of the President must be posted on the President’s door as well as the bulletin 
board in the office. 

B The President of the Student Government Association must complete no less than 12 executive office 
hours in one week. 

Section 11.03 Vice President. 

A The executive offiee hours of the Vice President must be posted on the Viee President’s door as well as 
the bulletin board in the office. 

B The vice-president of the Student Government Assoeiation must complete no less than 10 executive 
office hours in one week. 

Section 11.04 Treasurer. 

A The executive office hours of the treasurer must be posted on the Treasurer’s door as well as the bulletin 
board in the office. 

B The Treasurer of the Student Government Association must complete no less than 8 executive office 
hours in one week. 

Section 11.05 Speaker of the Senate. 

A The executive office hours of the Speaker of the Senate must be posted on the Speaker’s door as well as 
the bulletin board in the office. 

B The Speaker of the Senate must complete no less than 7 exeeutive offiee hours in one week. 

Section 11.06 Chief of Staff. 

A The executive offiee hours of the Chief of Staff must be posted on the Chief s door as well as the 
bulletin board in the office. 

B The Chief of Staff must complete no less than 6 executive office hours in one week. 

Section 11.07 Communications Director 

A The executive office hours of the Communications Director must be posted on the Director’s door as 
well as the bulletin board in the office. 

B The Communications Director must complete no less than 5 executive office hours in one week. 

Section 11.08 Secretary. 

A The executive office hours of the secretary must be posted on the Secretary’s door as well as the bulletin 
board in the office. 
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B The secretary of the Student Government Association must complete no less than 5 executive office 
hours in one week. 

Section 11.09 Senators. 

A Senators must complete no less than 3 office hours in one week. 

i Committee meetings count for one hour. 

Section 11.10 Consequences. 

A If the above officers do not complete the aforementioned office hours, the Senate or Chief of Staff for 
Executives, or the Vice President for Senators, can consider this apathy towards the SGA as grounds for 
impeachment. 

ARTICLE XII. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 12.01 Election Code 

A The Election Code shall be defined in the Election Code Handbook, found in the “Governing 
Documents” Section on the Student Government Association Website. 

Section 12.02 Committees 

A All senators are required to participate in at least one committee per semester. 

B Committees shall be created and disbanded as is needed to meet the needs of the students, and utilize the 
Senate of the Student Government in an efficient manner. 

Section 12.03 Governing Documents 

A The By-Laws and Standing Rules of Order of the Senate shall be ratified at the beginning of each year. 

Section 12.04 Oath of Office. 

A Installation of SGA officers and Senators shall take place within two academic weeks following the 
election. 

B The oath of office for the SGA President shall be administered by the University President or person 
designated by him. The oath shall be as follows: 

i I (name) swear (or affirm) to fulfill the duties of this high office entrusted to me to the utmost of 
my ability, to encourage student interest and involvement in University affairs, to speak frankly 
and candidly in representing student interest, and in all my endeavors reflect honor and merit 
upon this organization and this University. 

C The SGA President shall administer the following oath of office to Senators and other Executive 
Officers upon his or her taking office: 

i I (name) swear (or affirm) to fulfill the duties of the office entrusted to me to the utmost of my 
ability, to serve purposefully and meaningfully, to speak frankly and candidly in representing 
student interest, and in all endeavors to reflect honor and merit upon this organization and this 
University. 
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Fall 21 September 2012 
Act-003 

Department: Lecture & Leisure Series 
Sponsor: Ethan Hay 


Whereas, The Lecture Series budget is set to cover all expenses for distinguished lecture 
brought in by the SGA; and 

Whereas, Mark Sterner qualifies as an inspirational speaker against drinking and driving and 
other alcohol abuse; and 

Whereas, this event shall be held during national ‘Alcohol Awareness’ week, 

Therefore be it resolved, that sufficient funding be allotted for this event in Magale Recital 
Hall, Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, Louisiana 17 October 2012, 19:00 
from the distinguished speaker budget, not exceeding the amount of $4500.00. 


Ethan Hay 

Chairman of Lecture & Leisure 


Dr. Randall J. Webb 
President of the University 


Derrick Houston 
President 


Dr. Chris Maggio 

Dean of Students and Asst. Provost 
for Student Life 













F 2012 September 24 
Act -004 
Department: None 
Sponsors: Megan McDaniel 


Whereas, the Election Code states that SGA members of any branch may not be a part of the 
Election Board; and 

Whereas, the Chair of the Election Board should be chosen by the President; and 
Whereas, there is already a secretary on the Student Government Association; and 
Whereas, some language referencing candidates is vague; and 

Whereas, requiring candidates to submit multiple budgets during the same campaign creates 
more paperwork and hassle for the candidates and election board; and 

Whereas, candidates and the Election Board should be the only ones allowed to bring a 
complaint in order to insure an ease of process; and 

Whereas, other students can inform the Election Board if a candidate breaks the rules, and 

Whereas, the Student Government is moving to an electronic voting system, which can be 
accessed by any NSU student anywhere in the world with an internet connection, and 

Whereas, current Election Codes do not protect candidates from being prosecuted for non-agents 
and non-workers campaigning on their behalf without their knowledge, and 

Whereas, an application process for Election Board is not an effective method tor choosing 
Election Board members. 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the following Election Code be accepted. 



Updated Spring 2012 


Megan McDaniel 
Representative-at-Large 


Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 


Dr. Chris Maggio 
Dean of Students 


Dr. Randall Webb 


University President 





Updated Spring 2012 

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE 

Chapter I: General Provisions 

1.01 This Code shall apply to all aspects of elections governed and sponsored by the Student 
Government Association of Northwestern State University. 

1.02 References to the singular shall be construed to include the plural. References to 
candidates shall be construed to apply to their agents and workers as well. 

1.03 This Code shall become effective immediately after its passage by the Assembly, and shall 
supersede any and all previous election codes unless already in the process of elections. 

1.04 Candidates, agents, or workers for any election shall be responsible for the regulations 
relevant to their election, as defined by the Election Code. A copy of the Election Code, the 
Constitution, and the Standing Rules of Order for Student Government shall be made 
available to each candidate, no later than the time of the candidate's filing to run for office, 
in Office of Student Activities. Any student may receive a full copy of the Election Code at 
any time from the Student Government Association Office. 

1.05 Ignorance of this Code shall not be an acceptable defense in response to any offense 
committed in any election under this Code, either by the candidates themselves, their 
agents or workers, or the election regulatory bodies, as defined by this Code. 

1.06 Each election under this Code shall be considered a single and separate application of this 
Code. 

1.07 Rulings made by the Election Supervisory Board during any election period are relevant 
only to that election and associated run-off elections. 

Chapter II: Definitions 

2.01 "University" refers to Northwestern State University. 

2.02 "Student Government" refers to the Student Government Association of the University. 

2.03 "Student" means any person whose name appears on the current roster of the Registrar of 
Northwestern State University. Only a student at Northwestern State University, as defined by 
this Code, may seek office or vote in Student Government Association elections. 

2.04 “Appellate Court” refers to the Appellate Court, as empowered by Article 4 of the Student 
Government Constitution. 

2.05 "Election Board" and "ESB" refer to the Election Supervisory Board established by Article 
5.4 of the Student Government Constitution. 

2.06 "General Election" refers to the annual election of Student Government Association 
officers, as specified in Article 5 of the Student Government Constitution. 



Updated Spring 2012 


2.07 "Special Election" refers to an election called by the Student Government Association 
President, as specified in Article 5 of the Student Government Association Constitution. 

2.08 "Runoff Election" refers to all secondary elections held to resolve races not initially 
determined by a General or Special Election as specified in Article 5 of the Student Government 
Association Constitution. 

2.09 "Candidate" refers to any student consenting and/or endeavoring to be elected as an 
officer of the Student Government Association, whether or not the student has filed to run for 
office in accordance with this Code. 

2.10 “Postulant" refers to any student consenting and/or endeavoring to be elected in any non- 
Student Government Association, non-honor position, but is running in an election governed by 
the Student Government Association Election Codes. 

2.11 “Nominee” refers to any student consenting and/or endeavoring to be elected to an 
honorary position, such as Homecoming Court, in an election governed by the Student 
Government Association Election Codes. 

2.12 “Aspirant" refers to candidates, postulants, and nominees. 

2.12 "Worker" refers to any person who contributes time, effort, or services for the purpose of 
supporting or furthering a candidacy, where that aspirant has personal knowledge of and 
accepts the time, effort, and services rendered. 

2.13 “Agent” refers to any aspirant-appointed worker who is authorized to speak on behalf of a 
candidate. 

2.14 "Campaign Materials" refers to all materials and literature concerning any candidate or 
postulant. Campaign Materials shall include, but not be limited to: signs, handbills, buttons, 
email and other advertisements, but excluding any individual endorsement not approved by the 
candidate or ticket. 

2.15 "Campaign" and "Campaigning" refer to any statement, literature, activity, or deliberate use 
or distribution of materials which have the effect of soliciting votes for an elective office. This 
includes the formation of any public group on a social networking site. 

2.16 “Endorsement” and “Endorsing” refer to any form of communication expressing support for 
a candidate or postulant by a party other than the candidate/postulant. 

2.17 "Executive Alliance” refers to the alliance between a presidential and vice-presidential 
candidate in elections governed by this Code. 

2.18 “Polling Location” refers to any Internet enabled computer available for public use that 
facilitates the means by which to vote in Student Government elections. 

2.19 “Polling Station” refers to any polling location that is managed by the Election Board. 

2.20 “Regulatory Bodies” include the Election Board, the Appellate Court, and administrative 
bodies of the election process. 
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2.21 “Advisory Opinion” refers to any opinion issued by the Election Board concerning any 
matter affecting the Election that may not be included within the language of the Election Code. 

2.22 “Advisory Ruling” refers to any decision or ruling issued by the Election Board resulting 
from a hearing. 

2.23 “Election Board Proctor” refers to any individual working for the Election Board to monitor 
on-campus polling locations on election days during polling hours. 

2.24 “Ballot vacancy” refers to an occurrence of a candidate association not being comprised of 
the maximum number of students for election. 

2.25 “Officer” refers to the President, Vice President, Executive Board and Representatives of 
Student Government. Other election entities utilizing this code are responsible for defining 
“Officer” for their purposes. 

Chapter III: The Election Supervisory Board 

3.01 The Election Supervisory Board shall be responsible for the administration of Student 
Government Association and other elections, as specified by Article 5 of the Student 
Government Association Constitution 

3.02 By the time of filing, no member of the Election Board shall be a nominee on the ballot for 
which the Election Board is convened to supervise. Nor shall any member of the Election board 
hold any office within the Judicial Branch of the Student Government Association. 

3.03 The Election Supervisory Board shall be assembled by appointment from the President of 
the Student Government Association, subject to two-thirds approval of the Senate. The 
appointments shall be completed no later than the day that filing closes for the election which 
the Election Supervisory Board is supervising. Any member of the Election Supervisory Board 
may be removed for just cause by a unanimous vote of the Student Government Supreme 
Court. The President of the Student Government will then appoint a replacement, subject to a 
two-thirds approval of the senate. 

3.04 The Election Board shall consist of 9 members, with 1 alternate. The alternate is subject to 
the same rules and regulations as other members of the ESB. The alternate may only vote in 
the case of an absence. 

3.05 The Chair of the ESB shall be selected by the President of the Student Government, 
subject to a two-thirds approval by the Senate. He or she shall facilitate and organize the 
necessary meetings and hearings in order to accomplish tasks set forth by this code. 

3.06 The Election Supervisory Board shall interpret, execute, and enforce all election rules 
provided in the Student Government Association Constitution and this Code in a manner 
consistent with University policy, as expressed in the General Information Catalogs. The 
Election Board shall review and revise, as necessary, the Election Code yearly. 

3.07 The remaining members of the board shall be assigned an equal group of candidates for 
whose questions, and complaints to which they are responsible. 

3.08 The Student Government Association Secretary shall be responsible for recording the 
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minutes of ESB meetings and hearings, and keeping records of all opinions, rulings, and filings 
required of candidates under this Code. The Secretary shall provide a written copy of all 
decisions concerning individual candidates to the candidates involved. The Secretary shall file a 
copy of all minutes with the Chair of the Appellate Court within 24 hours of the decision. 

Records of rulings and other documents from an election may be retained by the Election Board 
for the purpose of advisement of future boards, and for the resolution of any problems that might 
arise in the long-term campus electoral process. 

3.09 The Election Board shall have jurisdiction over all polling locations on the days of elections 
governed by this Code. All polling locations must abide by the Election Code. 

3.10 Results of any election under this Code shall be announced no later than twelve (12) hours 
after the last close of polling for the election. The location of both the announcement and 
posting of the results is to be announced by the Election Board no later than the Candidate 
Seminar, as defined in this Code. 

3.11 The Election Board shall assess and execute the remedies and sanctions provided in this 
Code if it finds violation of either provision of this Code or Election Board rulings. 

3.12 The Election Supervisory Board shall certify the fairness of each campaign with its election 
processes and results in a report to the Assembly, and made available to the public, within forty- 
eight (48) hours of the conclusion of all electoral procedures in any election. 

3.13 The ESB with the help of the Communications Director shall be responsible for publicizing 
the election process, including available positions, and how to run for office in the fall semester 
and coordinating forums and other publicity in the spring semester. This publicity must be 
approved by the ESB chair to ensure objectivity. 


Chapter IV: Election Board Hearings and Procedures 
SUBCHAPTER A: Jurisdiction 

4.01 In pursuit of its duties, the Election Board may prosecute violators of any aspect of this 
Code or the rulings of the Election Board. The Election Board shall serve as the court of original 
jurisdiction, in accordance with Section 5 of the Student Government Association Constitution. 
The Appellate Court shall have appellate jurisdiction over issues of law and fact in all cases or 
controversies arising under this Code in which the Election Board has issued a final decision. 
Upon review, the Appellate Court may revoke or modify the sanctions imposed by the Election 
Board. 

4.02 The Election Board shall have the authority to issue an advisory opinion concerning any 
matter within its jurisdiction. An advisory opinion shall be binding on the Election Board for the 
duration of the election in which it was issued. Advisory opinions from previous years may be re¬ 
issued, if desired, at the beginning of each election cycle. The Election Board shall not be 
required to hold a hearing in connection with the issuance of an advisory opinion. An advisory 
opinion may be amended after issuance, provided that no substantial injury or hardship to the 
student body or election process results from such action. 

4.03 In carrying out the duties of the office, the Election Board shall conduct proceedings and 
hearings necessary to fulfill those duties. In executing those duties they shall have the authority: 
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(a) to issue a writ of subpoena to compel aspirants, agents, and workers, and to request 
students to appear and give testimony, as well as produce necessary records; and (b) to inspect 
the financial reports of any candidate or postulant and make these records available for public 
scrutiny upon request. 

4.04 Any organization selecting officers or hosting a referendum by participating in the student 
body elections governed by the Election Board shall defer jurisdiction of election procedures to 
the board unless announced otherwise at the time of filing of their postulants. 

SUBCHAPTER B: Hearing Procedures 

4.05 Only aspirants may file a complaint with the Election Board. All complaints must be filed 
under the name of the student filing the complaint. The Election Board shall act on all 
complaints within two business days after they are received by either dismissing them or calling 
a hearing under the provisions of this subchapter. 

4.06 Aspirants have a duty to negotiate in good faith when disputes arise and must attempt to 
reach a settlement consistent with this code and Election Board decisions prior to filing a 
complaint. The party filing the complaint must provide a document to the Election Board 
describing the steps that were taken to resolve the dispute. 

4.07 The Election Board may dismiss a complaint if: (a) the complaint was not filed within a 
reasonable amount of time; (b) the Election Board lacks jurisdiction over the subject or party in 
the dispute as defined in Subchapter A Section 4.01; (c) the complaint fails to state a cause of 
action for which relief may be granted; (d) the complainant has not and likely will not suffer injury 
or damage. 

4.08 If a complaint is not dismissed, then a hearing must be held. The Election Board shall 
inform, in writing, or via e-mail, the complaining party and all individuals or groups named in the 
complaint of the time and place of the hearing. The parties are not considered notified until they 
have received a copy of the complaint. 

4.09 The hearing shall be held at the earliest possible time, but not within twenty-four (24) hours 
after receipt of the notice described in Section 4.08, unless all parties agree to waive the 24- 
hour time constraint. This 24-hour time constraint is waived if the complaint is filed during the 
voting period. 

4.10 At the time notice of a hearing is issued, the Election Board, by majority vote, may issue a 
temporary restraining order, if it determines that such action is necessary to prevent undue or 
adverse effects on any individual or entity. Any restraining order, once issued, will remain in 
effect until a decision of the Election Board is announced after the hearing or until rescinded by 
the Election Board. 

4.11 All Election Board hearings, proceedings, and meetings must be open to the public, except 
for the deliberations that determine the outcome of complaint hearings. 

4.12 All Parties of the Election Board hearing shall present themselves at the hearing and may 
be accompanied by any other student from which they can receive council, and have the option 
to be represented by that council. 
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4.13 For any hearing, a majority of sitting Election Board members must be in attendance with 
the Chair of the Election Board presiding. In the absence of the Chair, the responsibility to 
preside shall fall to an Election Board member designated by the Chair. 

4.14 The Election Board shall determine the format for the hearing, but must require that both 
the complaining and responding parties appear physically before the board to discuss the 
issues through a complaint, answered, rebuttal, and rejoinder format. The purpose of the 
hearing is to gather the information necessary to make a decision, order, or ruling that will 
resolve an election dispute. To effectuate this purpose, the following rules should prevail at all 
hearings: 

(a) Complaining parties shall be allowed no more than two witnesses, however the 
Election Board may call witnesses in accordance with Section 4.03 of this Code. If said 
witnesses are unable to appear at the hearing, signed affidavits may be submitted to the 
Election Board Chair for the purpose of testifying by proxy. 

(b) All questions and discussion by the parties in dispute shall be directed to the Election 
Board. 

(c) There shall be no direct or cross-examination of any party or witness by complaining 
or responding parties during hearings. 

(d) Reasonable time limits may be set by the Election Board, provided they give fair and 
equal treatment to both sides. 

(e) The complaining party shall bear the burden of proof. 

4.15 Decisions, orders, and rulings of the Election Board must be concurred to by a majority of 
the Election Board present and shall be announced as soon as possible after the hearing. Such 
decisions may be delivered orally or in writing. The Election Board shall issue a written opinion 
of the ruling within twenty four (24) hours of announcement of the decision. The written opinion 
must set forth the findings of fact by the Election Board and the conclusions of law in support of 
it. Written opinions shall set a precedent for a time period of three election cycles for Election 
Board rulings, and shall guide the Election Board in its proceedings. Upon consideration of prior 
written opinions, the Board may negate the decision, but must provide written documentation of 
reasons for doing so. 

4.16 If the decision of the Election Board is appealed to the Appellate Court, the Election Board 
must immediately submit its ruling to the Court. 

SUBCHAPTER C: Remedies and Sanctions 

4 .17 Violations of the code shall be divided into four classifications. Prior to the campaigning 
time period for that year, the ESB shall issue an advisory opinion that defines the ranges of 
fines and moratoriums connected with each classification. They shall also provide examples of 
violations in this opinion of what constitutes each class and specific remedies for repeat 
offenses. 

(a) Class A violation shall result in a fine. 

(b) Class B violation shall result in a moratorium of campaigning. 

(c) Class C violation shall result in a combination of a moratorium of campaigning and a 
fine. 

(d) Class D violation shall result in a disqualification from the election. 

Within the ranges established in the advisory opinion, the Election Board shall select the 
amount of the fine or length of the suspension most appropriate to both the severity of the 
infraction and the state of mind or intent of the violator as determined by the Election Board. 
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4.18 If a candidate or postulant, or their respective agents or workers, commits a violation 
resulting in a fine, the Election Board has the authority to fine the candidate/postulant. Any fine 
or total amount of fines against a postulant in an election cycle may not exceed the spending 
limit as defined in Chapter 6 Subchapter A of this Code. 


4.19 If, after a hearing, the Election Board finds a candidate, or a candidate's agents or workers, 
has committed a Class B or Class C violation, the Election Board may restrict the candidate, or 
the candidates agents or workers, from engaging in some or all campaign activities for some or 
all of the remainder of the campaign. If an order is issued covering only part of the remaining 
campaign period, it shall take effect within 24 hours so that after its termination, the candidate 
will have an opportunity to resume campaigning during the days immediately prior to and 
including the election days. 

4.20 If, after a hearing, the Election Board finds that provisions of either this Code or decisions, 
opinions, orders, or rulings of the Election Board have been willfully and blatantly violated by a 
candidate, or a candidate's agents or workers, has committed a Class D violation, the Election 
Board may disqualify the candidate. 

4.21 Any complaints concerning voter fraud filed through the Election Board must be 
immediately and wholly turned over to the Office of the Dean of Students. 

SUBCHAPTER D: Appeals 

4.22 Any party adversely affected by a decision of the Election Board may file an appeal with 
the Appellate Court within twenty-four (24) hours after the adverse decision is announced. The 
Appellate Court shall have discretionary appellate jurisdiction over the Election Board in all 
cases in which error on the part of the Election Board is charged. 

4.23 The decision of the Election Board shall stand and shall have full effect until the appeal is 
heard and decided by the Appellate Court. 

4.24 The Appellate Court shall hear appeals of Election Board rulings as soon as possible, but 
not within twenty-four (24) hours after the Election Board delivers to the Appellant and the 
Appellate Court a copy of its written opinion in the case. Appeal may be heard prior to this time, 
but only if the Appellant waives the right to a written opinion and the Appellate Court agrees to 
accept the waiver. 

4.25 The Appellate Court can issue writs to suspend or halt the serving of punishment issued by 
the Election Board until the appeals are decided by the respective bodies. 

4.26 The Appellate Court shall review findings of the Election Board when appealed. The 
Appellate Court may affirm or overturn the decision of the Election Board, or modify the 
sanctions imposed. 

4.27 The Appellate Court shall have full authority to fashion an equitable remedy appropriate to 
the circumstances of the case, but should endeavor to avoid remanding the case to the Election 
Board. 
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4.28 The Office of the Dean of Students shall have ultimate authority over the Election process 
in matters of university policy. 


Chapter V: Candidate Rights and Duties 

SUBCHAPTER A: Filing Process 

5.01 Eligible students may file for a position in their respective school, file for a position as a 
University Wide Representative, or form an executive alliance, which requires a Presidential and 
Vice Presidential candidate. 

5.02 Only the Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates that compose an executive alliance 
are allowed to participate in campaigning together, all other candidates in the election must 
campaign separately, without endorsements from any fellow candidate. No association between 
candidates of any kind will be tolerated, with the exception of the executive alliance. Candidates 
found in violation of this rule can be subject to immediate disqualification. 

5.03 All candidates must adhere to the qualifications set forth in the Student Government 
Constitution, this Code, University policy, the General Information Catalogs, and all statutes 
enforceable by the Election Board. 

5.04 Candidates must file for a position in their current college or school, but those in the act of 
transferring may provide verifiable written documentation of transfer to run in another college. 

5.05 The Election Board shall set and advertise the dates for filing along with a list of the 
contestable positions on the first day of the spring semester on the Student Government 
website as well as in the Student Government Association office. The ESB shall attempt to list 
these dates and positions in the school newspaper, as well as on the school radio station and 
the school television station. The filing period shall open at 9:00 AM on the first day of the spring 
semester. The filing deadline shall be at 4:00 PM, three (3) weeks prior to the first day of the 
election. All candidates seeking to run for office in Student Government must file the appropriate 
documents, as outlined in this Code, no later than the filing deadline. In the event that no one 
files to run for a particular office, the Election Board may extend the filing deadline for that 
particular race for a period of up to three (3) class days. 

5.06 The administrative assitant of Student Government shall post online the names and 
positions sought of all candidates who have filed. The list shall be updated once per week. Once 
campaigning begins, candidate statement shall be included after ESB review. 

5.07 In accordance with Section 2 of this Code, candidates, their agents and workers are 
subject to governance by this Code both before and after they have filed for candidacy during 
the filing period established in Section 5.05 

5.08 The appropriate documents that all candidates seeking to run for office in the Student 
Government must file in the Student Government Office are: 
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(a) a statement announcing the intention of the candidate to run for a particular office, listing the 
candidate's current address, phone number, and college; 

(b) a statement signed by the candidate which gives permission to the Election Board to solicit 
the Dean of Students to verify the requirements for the appropriate office, in accordance with 
Article I of the Student Government Constitution. 

5.09 Candidates may file to run for only one elected Student Government office per election 
cycle. 

5.10 Upon request, prospective candidates shall be informed, prior to their filing for office, of the 
identity of candidates already filed for any office for which the prospective candidate is eligible. 

5.11 At the time of filing, candidates shall be informed of the Candidate Seminar. 

5.12 At the time of filing, candidates shall each be entitled to one free copy of this Code, the 
Student Government Association Constitution, By-Laws, and the Election Timetable. 

5.13 Any candidate wishing to withdraw from an election may do so by turning in a written 
request no later than four (4) class days before the election. 

5.14 Each candidate shall be required to submit to the Election Board a list of agents they have 
authorized for their campaign on or before the Candidate Seminar date. 

SUBCHAPTER B: The Candidate Seminar 

5.15 The Candidate Seminar shall be held before elections, but after filings close. The exact 
time and place of the seminar shall be set by the Election Board no later than the beginning of 
the filing period. Attendance of the Candidate Seminar is mandatory in order to run in the 
election. 

5.16 The Election Board shall set the agenda for the Candidate Seminar. The agenda must 
include the assignment of ballot positions in accordance with this Code, and may include 
explanations of this Code, review of the Election Timetable, and answering of candidate 
questions. Failure to attend the seminar shall not be an acceptable excuse for violating this 
Code. 

5.17 If the aspirant has an excused absence, then he/she may send an authorized agent in their 
place. The Election Board must be notified of the substitution at least 24 hours in advance of the 
Candidate Seminar. An authorized agent may only represent one aspirant. 

5.18 Ballot positions for all candidates in all races shall be in alphabetical order by last name. 

5.19 The Election Board will certify each candidate's eligibility before the Candidate Seminar. 
Candidates who fail to meet eligibility requirements will be disqualified immediately and notified 
of this action in writing. 

SUBCHAPTER C: Financial Disclosure 

5.20 Each candidate for any Student Government office must keep accurate and up-to-date 
records of all campaign receipts and expenditures. 
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5.21 Receipts must be provided for all campaign expenditures. All expenses in excess of one 
dollar shall be included in the candidate disclosure statements. 

5.22 Contributions to a candidate by individuals or organizations are allowed, but all 
contributions must be documented in a financial disclosure statement in accordance with this 
Code. Student organizations receiving student fee allotments shall not contribute funds derived 
from student fees to any candidate or executive alliance, nor use such funds to purchase any 
items to be used in campaigning. This provision shall not be construed to prohibit any 
Northwestern State University media publication or service from publishing the endorsement of 
candidates. 

5.23 No candidate is allowed to financially contribute to another candidate’s campaign. Sharing 
of campaign money and resources is strictly prohibited 

5.24 Each candidate's financial records must list identifying information (name, item, etc.) and 
amounts of each contribution and expenditure. Contributions and expenditures of non-monetary 
assets or in-kind efforts must be listed and valued at their fair market value, as determined by 
the Election Board. Each financial disclosure statement must have all expenditure receipts 
attached. All expenses must be included in the financial disclosure report. Campaign materials 
promoting an executive alliance must be accounted for and divided equally among the financial 
disclosures of each candidate mentioned by name in the materials. 

5.25 All campaign materials distributed by and/or paid for by an endorser of a candidate must 
be included in the candidate's campaign expenditures. If an endorsing organization pays for 
campaign materials promoting multiple candidates, the full cost of those materials must be 
included in the campaign expenditures of each candidate promoted by the materials. 

5.26 The Election Board shall provide standardized forms for the purposes of this Code by the 
filing deadline. 

5.27 Financial disclosure statements shall be filed with the Election Board, in the Student 
Government Association office or other location designated by the Election Board, by 4:30 pm 
on the day before elections. 

5.29 A candidate or postulant must file a report even if there are no contributions or 
expenditures to report, in order to verify that the budget was not exceeded. 

5.30 Each candidate's financial records shall be available for public inspection. Each candidate 
or executive alliance must submit a spreadsheet in digital and paper format summarizing their 
campaign expenditures to the Election Board for each disclosure required by Section 5.28.This 
summary of records shall be placed online by the Election Board within 24 hours after records 
are submitted. 

5.31 Failure to file accurate financial disclosure statements by the deadlines listed in this 
section, or falsification of financial statements, shall qualify the candidate for disqualification by 
the Election Board. 

Chapter VI; Campaign Provisions and Procedures 

SUBCHAPTER A: Expenses 
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6.01 Candidates that do not take part of a candidate association and do not associate in any 
way with any other candidate, and do not declare a ticket name during the campaign period of 
the entire election cycle, shall be required to adhere to the following limitation on campaign 
expenditures: 

Executive Alliance: $500 in any general election or special election 
Representatives-at-Large: $300 in any general election or special election 
College Representatives: $300 in any general election or special election 

6.02 Candidates and executive alliances shall be allowed an additional $150 each for 
campaigning in a runoff election. 

SUBCHAPTER B: Campaigning and Endorsing 

6.03 No campaigning or endorsing will be allowed until the official campaign period has begun 
as determined by the Election Board. Please refer to section 2.13 and 2.14 of this Code for a 
definition of campaigning and endorsing. 

6.04 Candidates are responsible for all actions and conduct of their agents and workers. 

6.06 Aspirants are not responsible for actions and conduct of non-agents and non-workers of 
whom they have no knowledge. If an aspirant is aware of actions or conduct in violation of this 
code, they must discourage and report it to the Election Board within 24-hours in order to 
remove the responsibility from themselves. 

6.06 All aspirants, and their agents and workers, shall be responsible for following all applicable 
University regulations. 

6.07 All Campaign Materials must be in compliance with University regulations governing the 
use of electronic media. 

6.8 On election days, no campaigning or campaign materials shall be permitted within 20 feet of 
official ESB sanctioned polling locations. 

6.09 No campaigning shall take place inside or within 20 feet of any polling location. 

6.10 No candidate, agents or workers shall remove, obscure, or damage any sign, which is in 
compliance with the posting policies of that locale. 

6.11 Candidates shall refrain from knowingly deceptive or misleading campaign activities, 
including any act or statement reasonably calculated to injure or compromise the rights or 
interests of any student, faculty or administration. 

6.12 Candidates, as well as their agents and workers, shall not engage in campaigning activities 
that subjects students, faculty, or the administration to demeaning verbal harassment as 
determined by the Election Board. 

6.13 Students must have their Northwestern State University Student Identification Card in order 
to vote. The collection of personal identifiers or student identification to facilitate voting is 
prohibited, in accordance with the policies of the Northwestern State University Department of 
Student Affairs, and shall subject the candidate to disqualification by the Election Board. 
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6.14 Reasonable latitude will be allowed by the Election Supervisory Board to electioneering 
activities during the campaigning process, as long as those activities are in line with those 
specified within this Code, the General Information Catalogs, and in accordance with University 
policy. Any activity which is not expressly allowed within these boundaries is hereby expressly 
denied, except by clear and distinct ruling by the Election Supervisory Board prior to 
commission of the activity. 

6.15 All endorsements must be filed in the Student Government Association Office or the Office 
of Student Activities. This includes endorsements by registered campus organizations or their 
representatives. A candidate must expressly consent to an endorsement before it is publicized 
by the Election Supervisory Board. Further consent shall be required if the endorsing party 
intends to make campaign expenditures on a candidate’s behalf. The Election Supervisory 
Board shall be responsible for publishing endorsements and informing student organizations of 
the endorsement process. 

6.16 No Student Government Association representative, executive board member, agency or 
committee member, may endorse any candidate or executive alliance on behalf of Student 
Government. 

6.17 In making a personal endorsement of a candidate, an office or head of any entity adopting 
this code must make an explicit disclaimer stating that his or her endorsement does not 
constitute an endorsement by the entity of which he or she is an officer. 

6.18 If an officer or head of any entity adopting this code campaigns for any candidate, he or 
she must make a good faith effort to distance himself or herself from the entity of which he or 
she is an officer. 

6.19 Members of the Election Supervisory Board may not endorse or campaign for any 
candidate. Doing so shall be considered just cause for removal from the board under Section 
3.03 of this Code. 

Chapter VII: Election Timetable and Procedures and Guidelines 

Subchapter A: Election Timetable 

7.01 The General Election shall be held on two (2) consecutive weekdays two weeks prior to 
Spring Break, in accordance with the Student Government Constitution. Runoff elections will be 
held two consecutive weekdays the following week. 

7.02 No changes to the Election Code may be enacted within four (4) weeks of the General 
Election. 

7.03 The Election Board shall advertise the complete ballot, with proper ballot order, in the 
student newspaper of the University at least seven (7) days prior to a General or Special 
Election, and during the week of a Runoff Election if necessary. 

7.04 Ballot items declared pursuant to the Student Government Constitution must be presented 
to the Election Board for certification by the Judicial Commission at least three (3) weeks prior to 
the election. All ballot items must contain exact wordings of the items to be presented by the 
petitioners to the Assembly. 
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7.05 The Election Board shall advertise in the student newspaper of the University the official 
polling website. This shall also include all polling locations accessible to persons with 
disabilities, and must be published prior to a General or Special Election, or the week of a Run¬ 
off Election. 

7.06 On the ballot and the Student Government Association website a link shall be provided to 
the following information on each candidate: name, position sought, major(s) and a statement of 
no more than 150 words. The ESB shall be able to restrict any untrue information. 

7.07 No less than one (1) week prior to the election, the Election Board must hold a debate 
between any contesting executive alliances. 

SUBCHAPTER B: Polling Locations and Stations 

7.08 The Election Supervisory Board shall be encouraged to create a minimum of one polling 
stations on campus, and to be responsible for its staffing. 

7.09 The locations of any stations must be published online and publicized at least 24 hours 
before the start of the first Election Day. 

7.10 No campaigning or campaign materials may exist within 20 feet of any on-campus polling 
station. 

7.11 All reported and published polling locations must have an internet-ready device available 
on voting days, during voting hours, for the express purpose of facilitating voting. 

7.12 The same polling locations must be used on both voting days, but may be modified with 
the same time constraints for the Run-off elections if necessary. 

7.13 Polling stations must be on campus. 

7.14 The Election Supervisory Board may set limitations on the hours of operation for the voting 
locations, but may not deny the right to vote to any person standing in line to vote at the time the 
polling location closes. 

Subchapter C: Election Procedures 

7.15 The number of representatives for each College shall be advertised on the SGA’s websitey 
at least four (4) weeks prior to the General Election, in accordance with Article 6 of the Student 
Government Constitution. 

7.16 Each student may cast one (1) vote for President and Vice President (executive alliance), 
one (1) vote for each available seat for their respective school in the Assembly, and one (1) vote 
for each available University Wide Representative seat. 

7.17 Election results shall be determined in accordance with the Student Government 
Constitution. 

7.18 No potential voter may be specifically excluded from casting a vote at any polling location. 



Updated Spring 2012 

7.19 On election days, no candidate, agent, or worker may exchange anything of value, 
excluding campaign material, in return for guarantee of vote. 

7.20 The Election Board must coordinate with Services for Students with Disabilities in the 
Office of the Dean of Students, or other appropriate office, to ensure that at least one polling 
location is accessible to students with disabilities. 

7.21 Poll hours for the General Election shall be from 12:00 AM on the first day of voting in the 
general elections until at least 4:30 PM on the second day of voting in the general elections. 

7.22 Poll hours for the Runoff Election shall be from 12:00 AM on the first day of voting in the 
runoff elections until at least 4:30 PM on the second day of voting in the runoff elections. 

7.23 Designated computer lab proctors may neither campaign, nor in any way indicate their 
opinion, while operating the polls. A candidate may not serve as a designated computer lab 
proctor during the election for which the candidate is on the ballot, or for any associated runoff 
election. 

7.24 Candidate information on the ballots shall include the candidate's name, position sought, 
and other information pertinent to voting procedure. 

7.25 Any computer with Internet access is acceptable for use in voting in all elections governed 
by this code. 

7.26 Any change in the election process or this Code shall be presented before the Assembly, 
and shall be implemented following approval of the Assembly. 

7.27 The final vote tabulation shall be under the supervision of the Election Board. No candidate 
for any Student Government office or position shall participate in vote tabulation. The Election 
Board shall annually determine the process for certifying election results. 

7.28 Complaints regarding the election, or allegations election fraud, must be directed to the 
Office of the Dean of Students immediately. 

Chapter VIII: Homecoming Court 

8.01 There shall be no campaigning allowed for anyone seeking a position on the Homecoming 
Court. If campaigning occurs, the offending candidate will be disqualified. 

8.02 Eleven male and eleven female positions will be elected by a simple majority of votes cast. 

8.03 All candidates for Homecoming Court must have a 2.5 cumulative GPA at the time of 
application. 


Chapter IX; Mr. & Mrs. Northwestern State University 

9.01 All candidates for Mr. & Mrs. Northwestern State University must have a 3.0 cumulative 
GPA at the time of application. 
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9.02 All candidates seeking the title of either Mr. Northwestern State University or Mrs. 
Northwestern State University must come before an interview panel consisting of members from 
the Student Activities Department selected by the Election Supervisory Board. 

9.03 There shall be no campaigning allowed by anyone seeking the title of Mr. Northwestern 
State University or Mrs. Northwestern State University. If campaigning occurs, the offending 
candidate will be disqualified. 

9.04 One male candidate will be selected for the title of Mr. Northwestern State University and 
one female candidate will be selected for the title of Mrs. Northwestern State University by a 
super-majority of votes cast. 

Chapter X: Enactment 

10.01 This Code shall not be implemented in part or whole until approved by the Assembly of 
Student Government. 
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F 2012 October 8 
Act - 005 
Department: Election Board 
Sponsors: LaMario Fortson, Chelsea Giles 


Whereas, The Election Supervisory Board has received an appeal concerning the membership of 
the Interview Committee for Mr. and Ms. Northwestern State University; and 

Whereas, The Board has upheld this appeal; and 

Whereas, In order to rectify the issue, the Election Supervisory Board has decided to restructure 
the Interview Committee; and 

Whereas, To insure that the Committee is unbiased, or that biases are cancelled out, the Board 
has decided that there shall be nine to twelve members, comprised equally of faculty, staff, and 
students; and 

Whereas, To clarify the power of the Committee, the Board has upheld that they may submit 
any amount of names greater than one per category; and 

Whereas, These changes must be clarified in the Election Code, Chapter IX, Section 9.02 in 
which the Interview Panel for Mr. and Mrs. Northwestern State is dealt; and 

Whereas, The Election Code, Chapter IX, Section 9.02 currently states: 

“All candidates seeking the title of either Mr. Northwestern State University or Mrs. 
Northwestern State University must come before an interview panel consisting of members from 
the Student Activities Department selected by the Election Supervisory Board,”; and 

Whereas, This section is vague on the make-up and powers of the Committee. 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the Election Code, Chapter IX, Section 9.02 be amended to 
the following: 

“All candidates seeking the title of either Mr. Northwestern State University or Mrs. 
Northwestern State University must come before an Interview Committee eonsisting of nine to 
twelve members approved by the Election Supervisory Board. Furthermore, this Committee shall 
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be comprised equally of students, faculty, and staff. The Committee shall have the power to 
submit any number of names, but no less than two, to the Board for the general election.” 


I i 






LaMario Forston 




Derrick Houston 


Representative-at-Large 


Student Body President 


Chelsea Giles 
Representative-at-Large 




Dr: Randali^ebb 
University President 
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Act# FA 12-006 
Date: October 10, 2012 
Department: Fiscal Affairs 
Sponsors: Scott Pichon, Garrett Pierce 
Whereas, Article 11, Section 3, Sub-section ii of the Student Government Association By-laws 
reads “The Organizational Grant Committee shall be outlined in Article VII of the By-laws” and; 
Whereas, Article Vll does not exist and; 

Whereas, the Organizational Grant was not budgeted for in the 2012-2013 budget and; 

Whereas, Item: “Desk” was severely over budgeted and; 

Whereas, the Organizational Grant promoted competition among Recognized Student 
Organizations to improve Northwestern State University’s campus; 

Therefore let it be resolved, that a SGA Grant Committee be enacted in place of the previous 
Organizational Grant Committee. 

Therefore let it be further resolved, that for the 2012-2013 academic year the SGA Grant 
Committee shall receive $3,200 from Item: “Desk”; and for all proceeding years the SGA Grant 
Committee will receive its own budget, approved by the senate. 

Therefore let it be further resolved, that Article II, Section 3, Sub-section ii of the Student 
Government Association By-laws be stricken effective immediately: 

“The Organizational Grant Committee shall be outlined in Article VII of the By-laws.” 

Therefore let it be further resolved, that Article II of Student Government Association By-laws 






be amended so that a “Section 6” be added and read: 



Student Government Association 

Northwestern State University 

A Member of the University of Louisiana System 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 
318 . 357.4501 

“A. The purpose of the SGA Grant shall be to aid approved student organizations and University 
Approved Departments defray costs in certain approved projects. 

B. The SGA Grant Committee shall consist of all of the members of the Fiscal Department. 

C. Guidelines for SGA Grant Application- 

i. Only University Recognized Student Organizations and University Approved 
Departments shall be given consideration. 

ii. The organization or department must not be on either academic or disciplinary 
probation. 

iii. Grants shall only be awarded for special projects and/or events benefiting either all 
students on the Northwestern State University Natchitoches campus or the total image of 
the University. 

iv. Grants for travel and professional service grants will not be considered. 

V. The methodology for determining the maximum amount of money an organization or 
department shall receive per grant is: The amount approved by the senate for the SGA 
Grant Committee {divided by} 4. 

vi. Each organization or department may submit multiple applications, but only one 
project through that organization or department shall be funded per semester. 

vii. Applications must have all necessary signatures to be given consideration. 

viii. Grant applications must be available to Student Organizations and Departments for 
at least two weeks before the deadline. The SGA Grant will be available twice per 
semester; however a single Organization or Department may only receive one (1) SGA 
Grant per semester. Applications for the fall semester will be due 28 days after the first 
day of classes for the first Grant of that semester; and six (6) weeks prior to purchasing 
closing for the second Grant of that semester. For the spring semester: 21 days after 
classes resume for the first Grant of that semester; and six (6) weeks prior to purchasing 
closing for the second Grant of that semester. This application must be submitted to 
OrgSync, or in hard copy form to the Fiscal Committee. 
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ix. Within one week of the application deadline, the Recognized Student Organization or 
University Approved Department shall be contacted to schedule an appointment with the 
SGA Fiscal Committee in which the Fiscal Committee may ask for the following 
information: 

a. Annual amount raised from sources of revenue 

b. Explanation of why the money is needed in excess of any revenue that the 
organization has raised/received from other sources. 

c. A copy of the organization's budget 

d. Any additional questions Committee members find necessary to ask. 

X. Should the organization or department fail to be present at their scheduled meeting for 
any reason, that organization or department relinquishes its rights to provide said 
information and the Fiscal Committee shall vote on that organization/departmenf s and 
other organizations/department's Grant applications. 

xi. The outcome of a student organization/department's grant application shall be 
submitted in letter form to said organization or department within one week of the vote. 

xii. After grants have been awarded, the recipient organization/department(s) shall be 
allowed 60 days from date of aforementioned letter to use the funds allotted. 

xiii. The SGA Grant Committee’s budget must be passed within one week of the passage 
of the SGA’s Budget. 

1). Voting- 

i. All members of the Fiscal Affairs Committee must be present to satisfy quorum. 

ii. Grant approval must receive a majority vote from the Fiscal Affairs Committee and a 
simple majority vote from the Senate 

iii. In the event of a tie, the Fiscal Chair shall decide the outcome of the vote. 




Scott Pichon 
Sponsor 
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[Gar^t Pierce 
sponsor 
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Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 





Dr. Randall Webb 
University President 
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S 2013 February 13, 2013 
Resolution - 001 
Department: Student Affairs 
Sponsors: Teiana Carr, Tia Knighten 


Whereas, the Northwestern State University Men’s Demon Basketball Team is filled with 
talented and dedicated players. 

Whereas, this talent and dedication enabled the Men’s Demon Basketball Team to go 14-6 in 
regular season and currently 9-2 in Southland Conference; and 

Whereas, the Men’s Demon Basketball Team are in route to becoming second in the Southland 
conference; and 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the SGA whole-heartedly congratulates the Men’s Demon 
Basketball Team on their current season accomplishments and continues to wish them 
good luck 
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Dr. Chris Maggio 
Dean of Students 



Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 



Dr. Randall Webb 
University President 



Student Government Association 

Northwestern State University 

A Member of the University of Louisiana System 
Natchitoches, Louisiana 
318 . 357.4501 

S2013 February 13,2013 
Act-001 

Department: Student Affairs 
Sponsors: LaMario Fortson 

Whereas, The appointment process is not outlined in the Constitution and By-laws in order to be 
a Student Government Association senator which is open to students who show interest, and; 

Whereas, The Student Government Association needs to adjust the process, so that prospective 
senators understand and are comfortable with the responsibilities that a senator has to perform, 
and; 

Whereas, Current senators that vote on these applicants for appointment can have a chance to 
know the appointees on a professional and personal level, and; 

Whereas, Students that show interest in joining Student Government Association should meet 
more than the 2.0 requirement; and 

Whereas, the process to come on senate should be more rigorous than filling out an application; 
and 

Whereas, this amendment would ensure that applicants up for appointment can gain an 
understanding of the Student Government Association; and 
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Therefore let it be resolved, that the Appointment Proeess be inserted into the Constitution 
under Artiele IX General Provisions section 9.08 and it shall say: 





“That applicants up for appointment to become a Student Government Association senator must 
attend one Senate meeting, one committee meeting of their choosing, and must also attend 
senator training led by the Chief of Staff.” 



Representative-At-Large 



Dean of Students 




Dr. Randal f Webb 
University President 
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S2013 February 13,2013 
Act - 002 
Department: Student Affairs 
Sponsors: LaMario Fortson 


Whereas, senator turnout to past Student Government Association events that encourage student 
interaction has been lacking as of late; and 

Whereas, the Student Government Association’s primary purpose is to serve the students of 
Northwestern State University; and 

Whereas, the Student Government Association’s by-laws and Constitution do not state any 
consequence for not participating in Student Government Association events; and 

Whereas, a penalty for missing Student Government Association events would give senators the 
extra incentive to come to events that are put on by the Student Government 
Association. 

Therefore let it be resolved, that Section 3.02 (1) be added to say: 

(1.) It is mandatory for all senators to attend and participate in all Student Government 

Association events and activities for at least one hour. Unless excused by the Student 
Government Association Vice President, an absence of two events shall result in 
removal off of senate for the entire semester. 





LaMario Fortson 
Student Affairs Co-chair 



CVh iL, 


Derrick Houston 



Student Body President 
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Dr.-Randall Webb 


University President 
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Bill #SP13-003 
Date: 07 February 2013 
Department: Student Affairs 
Sponsor: Tia Knighten, Teiana Carr, Briana Criage 

Whereas, the Sylvian Friedman Student Union Ballroom is the center of activity for the 
university students; and 

Whereas, the city of Natchitoches also uses the Sylvian Friedman Student Union Ballroom; and 

Whereas, the Sylvian Friedman Student Union Ballroom’s ceiling is in need of cleaning; and 

Whereas, the Sylvian Friedman Student Union Ballroom’s ceiling is not up to par; and 

Therefore, let it be resolved, that the responsible party or parties that clean the Sylvian 
Friedman Student Union also clean the ceiling of the ballroom; and 

Therefore, let it further be resolved, that the responsible party or parties that clean the Sylvian 
Friedman Student Union maintain the cleanliness of the ballroom in its entirety monthly. 



Teiana Carr 
Senator-At-Large 



/I 

/ ; 



Derrick Houston 
Student Body President 



Senator-At-Large 


Dean of Students 
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University President 
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S2013 March 2, 2013 
Act - 004 
Department: General 
Sponsor: LaMario Fortson 

Whereas, the current Election Codes Handbook of the Student Government Association has been 
modified; and 


Whereas, this modification has created incongruities in language and other governing 
documents; and 


Whereas, a revised Election Codes Handbook will allow for more efficient elections; and 


Whereas, a new Election Codes Handbook will provide for a newer, more representative method 
of electing officials; and 


Whereas, revising this governing document allows for a unified language, and correets any 
incongruities between the documents. 


Therefore let it be enacted, that the current Election Codes Handbook of the Student Government 
Association of Northwestern State University of Louisiana be replaced with the following: 
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STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTION CODE 
Article I: General Provisions 

1.01 This Code shall apply to all aspects of elections governed and sponsored by the Student 
Government Association of Northwestern State University. 

1.02 References to the singular shall be construed to include the plural. References to candidates 
shall be construed to apply to their agents and workers as well. 

1.03 This Code shall become effective immediately after its passage by the Senate, and shall 
supersede any and all previous election codes unless already in the process of elections. 

1.04 Candidates, agents, or workers for any election shall be responsible for the regulations 
relevant to their election, as defined by the Election Code. A copy of the Election Code, the 
Constitution, and the Standing Rules of Order for Student Government Association shall be 
made available to each candidate, no later than the time of the candidate's filing to run for office. 
1.05 Ignorance of this Code shall not be an acceptable defense in response to any offense 
committed in any election under this Code, either by the candidates themselves, their agents or 
workers, or the election regulatory bodies, as defined by this Code. 

1.06 Each election under this Code shall be considered a single and separate application of this 
Code. 

1.07 Rulings made by the Election Board during any election period are relevant only to that 
election and associated run-off elections. 

Article II: The Election Board 

3.01 The Election Board shall be responsible for the administration of Student Government 
Association and other elections. 

3.02 By the time of filing, no member of the Election Board shall be a candidate, agent, or 
worker, of that election. 
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3.03 The Election Board shall be appointed by the President of the Student Government 
Association with two-thirds approval of the Senate. Any member of the Election Board may be 
removed for just cause by a unanimous vote of the Supreme Court. 

3.04 The Election Board shall interpret, execute, and enforce all election rules provided in the 
Student Government Association Constitution and this Code in a manner consistent with 
University policy, as expressed in the General Information Catalogs. 

3.05 The Chair of the Election Board shall be appointed by the President of the Student 
Government Association with two-thirds approval of the Senate. He or she shall facilitate and 
organize the necessary meetings and hearings in order to accomplish tasks set forth by this code. 
3.06 The Election Board shall appoint a Secretary who shall be responsible for recording the 
minutes of its meetings and hearings, and keeping records of all opinions, rulings, and filings 
required of candidates under this Code. The Secretary shall provide a written copy of all 
decisions concerning individual candidates to the candidates involved. The Secretary shall file a 
copy of all minutes and rulings with the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Records of rulings 
and other documents from an election may be retained by the Election Board for the purpose of 
advisement of future boards, and for the resolution of any problems that might arise in the long¬ 
term campus electoral process. 

3.07 If the Election Board chooses to have official Student Government Association polling 
location(s), they shall have jurisdiction over these locations on the days of elections governed by 
this Code. All polling locations must abide by the Election Code. 

3.08 Results of any election under this Code shall be announced after the close of the election. 
3.09 The Election Board shall assess and execute the remedies and sanctions provided in this 
Code if it finds violation of either provision of this Code or Election Board rulings. 

3.10 The Election Board with the help of the Communications Director shall be responsible for 
creating PR for the filings and the voting. Publicizing the election process, including available 
positions, and how to run for office in the fall semester and coordinating forums and other 
publicity in the spring semester fall under the jurisdiction of the election board. 

Article 111: Election Board Hearings and Procedures 

Section 1: Jurisdiction 

4.01 In pursuit of its duties, the Election Board may prosecute violators of any aspect of this 
Code or the rulings of the Election Board. The Election Board shall serve as the court of original 
jurisdiction. 

4.02 In carrying out the duties of the office, the Election Board shall conduct proceedings and 
hearings necessary to fulfill those duties. 

4.03 Any organization selecting officers or members or hosting a referendum by participating in 
the student body elections governed by the Election Board shall defer jurisdiction of election 
procedures to the board unless announced otherwise at the time of filing of their candidates. 
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Section 2: Hearing Procedures 

4.04 Members of the election board are prohibited from filing complaints. Candidates, agents, 
and other students participating in and/or related to the election through official documentation 
are the only students that may file a complaint with the Election Board. The Election Board shall 
act on all complaints by either dismissing them or calling a hearing under the provisions of this 
subchapter. 

4.05 Candidates have a duty to negotiate in good faith when disputes arise and must attempt to 
reach a settlement consistent with this code and Election Board decisions prior to filing a 
complaint. The party filing the complaint must provide a document to the Election Board 
describing the steps that were taken to resolve the dispute. 

4.06 The Election Board may dismiss a complaint if, but are not limited to the following: (a) the 
complaint was filed after the results of the election have been released; (b) the Election Board 
lacks jurisdiction over the subject or party in the dispute; (c) the complaint fails to state a cause 
of action for which relief may be granted; (d) the complainant has not and likely will not suffer 
injury or damage. 

4.07 If a complaint is not dismissed, then a hearing must be held. The Election Board shall 
inform, in writing, the complaining party and all individuals or groups named in the complaint of 
the time and place of the hearing. 

4.08 The hearing shall be held at the earliest possible time. 

4.09 All Election Board hearings, proceedings, and meetings must be open to the public, except 
for the deliberations that determine the outcome of complaint hearings. 

4.10 For any hearing, a majority of the active Election Board members must be in attendance 
with the Chair of the Election Board presiding. In the absence of the Chair, the responsibility to 
preside shall fall to an Election Board member designated by the Chair. 

4.11 The Election Board shall determine the format for the hearing, and will request that both the 
complaining and responding parties appear physically before the board to discuss the issues. If 
any party chooses not to attend this meeting, that party voluntarily gives up the right to appeal 
that decision. The purpose of the hearing is to gather the information necessary to make a 
decision, order, or ruling that will resolve an election dispute. 

4.12 To support this purpose, the following rules should prevail at all hearings: 

(a) Complaining parties shall be allowed no more than two witnesses, however the Election 
Board may call witnesses in accordance. 

(b) All questions and discussion by the parties in dispute shall be directed to the Election Board. 

(c) Cross-examination of parties shall only be by the Election Board. 

(d) Reasonable time limits may be set by the Election Board, provided they give fair and equal 
treatment to both sides. 

(e) The complaining party shall bear the burden of proof 

4.13 Decisions, orders, and rulings of the Election Board must be concurred to by a majority of 
the Election Board present and shall be announced as soon as possible after the hearing. Such 
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decisions may be delivered orally or in writing. The Election Board shall issue a written opinion 
and explanation of the decision. 

4.14 The Election Board must immediately submit its ruling to the Court. 

Section 3: Remedies and Sanctions 

4.15 Violations of the code by any candidate, agent, or worker, shall be divided into four 
classifications. 

(a) Class A violation shall result in a fine. 

(b) Class B violation shall result in a moratorium of campaigning. 

(c) Class C violation shall result in a combination of a moratorium of campaigning and a fine. 

(d) Class D violation shall result in a disqualification from the election. 

Within the ranges established in the advisory opinion, the Election Board shall select the amount 
of the fine or length of the suspension most appropriate to both the severity of the infraction and 
the state of mind or intent of the violator as determined by the Election Board. 

4.16 Any fine or total amount of fines against a candidate, agent, or worker in an election cycle 
may not exceed the spending limit as defined in this Code. 

Section 4: Appeals 

4.17 Any party adversely affected by a decision of the Election Board may file an appeal with 
the Supreme Court within twenty-four (24) hours after the adverse decision is announced. The 
Supreme Court shall have discretionary appellate jurisdiction over the Election Board in all cases 
in which error on the part of the Election Board is charged. 

4.18 The decision of the Election Board shall stand and shall have full effect until the appeal is 
heard and decided by the Supreme Court. 

4.19 The Supreme Court shall hear appeals of Election Board rulings as soon as possible. 

4.20 The Supreme Court can issue writs to suspend or halt the serving of punishment issued by 
the Election Board until the appeals are decided by the respective bodies. 

4.21 The Supreme Court shall review findings of the Election Board when appealed. The 
Supreme Court may affirm or overturn the decision of the Election Board, or modify the 
sanctions imposed. 

4.22 The Supreme Court shall have full authority to fashion an equitable remedy appropriate to 
the circumstances of the case, but should endeavor to avoid remanding the case to the Election 
Board. 

Article IV: Candidate Rights and Duties 
Section 1: Filing Process 
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5.01 Eligible students may file for a position in their respective school, file for a position as 
Treasurer, or form an executive alliance, which requires a Presidential and Vice Presidential 
candidate. 

5.02 Only the Presidential and Vice Presidential candidates that compose an executive alliance 
are allowed to participate in campaigning together, all other candidates in the election must 
campaign separately, without endorsements from any fellow candidate. No association between 
candidates of any kind will be tolerated, with the exception of the executive alliance. Candidates 
found in violation of this rule can be subject to immediate disqualification. 

5.03 All candidates must adhere to the qualifications set forth in the Student Government 
Association Constitution, this Code, University policy, the General Information Catalogs, and all 
statutes enforceable by the Election Board. 

5.04 The Election Board shall set and advertise the dates for filing along with a list of the 
contestable positions. All candidates seeking to run for office in the Student Government 
Association must file the appropriate documents, as outlined in this Code, no later than the filing 
deadline. In the event that no one files to run for a particular office, the Election Board may 
extend the filing deadline for that particular race. 

5.05 The Communications Director of the Student Government Association shall post online the 
names and positions sought of all candidates who have filed. Once campaigning begins, 
candidate statement shall be included after Election Board review. 

5.06 Candidates must file a statement announcing the intention of the candidate to run for a 
particular office, listing the candidate's current address, phone number, and college, which gives 
permission to the Election Board to solicit the Director of Student Activities to verify the 
requirements for the appropriate office, in accordance with the Student Government Association 
Constitution. 

5.07 Candidates may file to run for only one elected Student Government office per election 
cycle. 

5.08 Upon request, prospective candidates shall be informed, prior to their filing for office, of the 
identity of candidates already filed for any office for which the prospective candidate is eligible. 
5.09 At the time of filing, candidates shall be informed of the Candidate Seminar and the 
advantages of attending. 

5.10 Any candidate wishing to withdraw from an election may do so by turning in a written 
request no later than four (4) class days before the election. 

5.11 Each candidate shall be required to submit to the Election Board a list of agents they have 
authorized for their campaign on or before the Candidate Seminar date. 

SUBCHAPTER B; The Candidate Seminar 


5.15 The exact time and place of the seminar shall be set by the Election Board. 

5.16 The Election Board shall set the agenda for the Candidate Seminar. The agenda must 
include the assignment of ballot positions in accordance with this Code, and may include 
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explanations of this Code, review of the Eleetion Timetable, and answering of candidate 
questions. Failure to attend the seminar shall not be an acceptable excuse for violating this Code. 

5.17 If the candidate has an excused absence, then he/she may send an authorized agent in their 
place.The Election Board must be notified of the substitution at least 24 hours in advance of the 
Candidate Seminar. 

5.18 The Election Board will certify each candidate's eligibility before the Candidate Seminar. 
Candidates who fail to meet eligibility requirements will be disqualified immediately and 
notified of this action in writing. 

SUBCHAPTER C: Financial Disclosure 

5.21 Each candidate for any Student Government Association office must keep accurate and up- 
to-date records of all campaign receipts and expenditures. 

5.22 Receipts must be provided for all campaign expenditures. All expenses in excess of one 
dollar shall be included in the candidate disclosure statements. 

5.23 Contributions to a candidate by individuals or organizations are allowed, but all 
contributions must be documented in a financial disclosure statement in accordance with this 
Code. Student organizations receiving student fee allotments shall not contribute funds derived 
from student fees to any candidate or executive alliance, nor use such funds to purchase any 
items to be used in campaigning. This provision shall not be construed to prohibit any 
Northwestern State University media publication or service from publishing the endorsement of 
candidates. 

5.24 No candidate is allowed to financially contribute to another candidate’s campaign. Sharing 
of campaign money and resources is strictly prohibited. 

5.25 Each candidate's financial records must list identifying information (name, item, etc.) and 
amounts of each contribution and expenditure. Contributions and expenditures of non-monetary 
assets or in-kind efforts must be listed and valued at their fair market value, as determined by the 
Election Board. Each financial disclosure statement must have all expenditure receipts attached. 
All expenses must be included in the financial disclosure report. Campaign materials promoting 
an executive alliance must be accounted for and divided equally among the financial disclosures 
of each candidate mentioned by name in the materials. 

5.26 All campaign materials distributed by and/or paid for by an endorser of a candidate must be 
included in the candidate's campaign expenditures. If an endorsing organization pays for 
campaign materials promoting multiple candidates, the full cost of those materials must be 
included in the campaign expenditures of each candidate promoted by the materials. 

5.27 Financial disclosure statements shall be filed with the Election Board, in the Student 
Government Association office or other location designated by the Election Board before 
elections begin. 

5.29 The financial disclosure statements must contain all the expenses incurred by the candidate 
during the campaign. 

5.31 Each candidate's financial records shall be available for public inspection. 
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5.32 Failure to file accurate financial disclosure statements by the deadlines listed in this section, 
or falsification of financial statements, shall disqualify the candidate. 

Chapter VI: Campaign Provisions and Procedures 

subchapter A: Expenses 

6.01 All candidates running in a Student Government Association election must adhere to the 
following campaign expenditure limitations: 

Executive Alliance: $500 in any general election or special election 

Representatives-at-Large i.e. Student Government Association and Student Activities Board: 
$300 in any general election or special election 
Other: $300 in any general election or special election 

6.02 Candidates and executive alliances shall be allowed an additional $150 each for 
campaigning in a runoff election. 

SUBCHAPTER B: Campaigning and Endorsing 

6.03 No campaigning or endorsing will be allowed until the official campaign period has begun 
as determined by the Election Board. 

6.04 A sample of all campaign materials must be filed with the Election Board prior to its public 
distribution or posting. 

6.05 Candidates are responsible for all actions and conduct of their agents and workers. 

6.06 All candidates, and their agents and workers, shall be responsible for following all 
applicable University regulations. 

6.07 All Campaign Materials must be in compliance with University regulations governing the 
use of electronic media. 

6.08 If the Student Government Association chooses to have an official polling location, then no 
campaigning shall be permitted within 25 feet of said location. 

6.10 No candidate, agents or workers shall remove, obscure, or damage any sign, which is in 
compliance with the posting policies of that locale. 

6.11 Candidates shall refrain from knowingly deceptive or misleading campaign activities, 
including any act or statement reasonably calculated to injure or compromise the rights or 
interests of any student, faculty or administration. 

6.12 Candidates, as well as their agents and workers, shall not engage in campaigning activities 
that subjects students, faculty, or the administration to demeaning verbal harassment as 
determined by the Election Board. 

6.19 Members of the Election Board may not endorse or campaign for any candidate. Doing so 
shall be considered just cause for removal from the board under Section 3.03 of this Code. 

Chapter VII: Election Timetable and Procedures and Guidelines 
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Subchapter A: Election Timetable 

7.01 The General Election shall be held on two (2) consecutive weekdays and shall close at 4pm 
on the second day. The General Election shall take place two weeks after filings close. Runoff 
elections will be held for one day the following week. 

7.06 On the ballot and the Student Government Association website a link shall be provided by 
the Communications Director to the following information on each candidate: name, position 
sought, major(s) and a statement of no more than 150 words. 

7.07 The Election Board must hold no less than one debate between any contesting executive 
alliances. 

Subchapter C: Election Procedures 

7.24 Candidate information on the ballots shall include the candidate's name, position sought, 
and other information pertinent to voting procedure. 

7.25 Any computer with Internet access is acceptable for use in voting in all elections governed 
by this code. 

7.26 Any change in the election process or this Code shall be presented before the Senate, and 
shall be implemented following approval of the Senate. 

7.27 The final vote tabulation shall be under the supervision of the Election Board. No candidate 
for any Student Government office or position shall participate in vote tabulation. 

7.28 Complaints regarding the election, or allegations election fraud, must be directed to the 
Office of the Dean of Students immediately. 

Chapter Vlll: Homecoming Court 

8.01 There shall be no eampaigning allowed for anyone seeking a position on the 
Homecoming Court. If campaigning occurs, the offending candidate will be disqualified. 

8.02 Eleven male and eleven female positions will be elected by a simple majority of votes cast. 
8.03 All candidates for homecoming court must have a 2.75 GPA at the time of application. 

8.04 All candidates seeking a spot on the homecoming court must receive a minimum of three 
nominations from three different certified recognized student organizations in order to be put on 
the ballot. 

8.05 Candidates must be a junior or senior to be eligible to be placed on tbe ballot. 

8.06 The number of Homecoming Court participants will not exceed eleven unless a tie in the 
eleventh position should occur. Those candidates tied in the eleventh position may all be 
members in the Homecoming Court. 

8.07 There will be no run-off for Homecoming positions. 

Chapter IX: Mr. & Mrs. Northwestern State University 
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9.01 All candidates for Mr. & Miss. Northwestern State University must have a 3.0 GPA at the 
time of application. 

9.02 Any candidate seeking the title of Mr. or Miss Northwestern State University must receive a 
minimum of four nominations from four different certified recognized student organizations in 
order to be put on the ballot. 

9.03 Candidates must be a senior for their entire term 

9.04 All nominees must be apart of the organization that they are being nominated by. The only 
RSO(s) allowed to nominate for both Mr. & Miss NSU will be fraternities and sororities that fall 
under Title IX. 

9.03 There shall be no campaigning allowed by anyone seeking the title of Mr. Northwestern 
State University or Mrs. Northwestern State University. If campaigning occurs, the offending 
candidate will be disqualified. 

9.04 One male candidate will be selected for the title of Mr. Northwestern State University and 
one female candidate will be selected for the title of Mrs. Northwestern State University by a 
majority of votes cast. 

9.05 The Election Board has the right to host an open forum or the like in order for students of 
Northwestern State University to meet the candidates for Mr. & Miss NSU. The Election Board 
also holds the discretion to make said event mandatory or not. 

9.06 Any candidate seeking the title of Mr. & Miss NSU must receive a majority of votes cast. If 
no candidate receives a majority of votes, then a run-off election will be held one week following 
the general election. The top two candidates will be placed on the ballot. 

Chapter X: Enactment 

10.01 This Code shall not be implemented in part or whole until approved by the Senate of 
Student Government Association 





LaMario Fortson 
Representative-At-Large 
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F 2013 March 5,2013 
Act - 005 

Department; None 
Sponsors: LaMario Fortson 


Whereas, the Constitution of the Student Government Association is the most important 
document of the organization; and 

Whereas, the Constitution has now been revised and the proposed amendments create 
a consensus between the governing documents; and 

Whereas, the amendments made to this document create a clear and more efficient 
Student Government Association. 

Therefore, let it be resolved that the new constitution listed below be accepted by the 
Senate. 

Therefore, let it further be resolved that this new constitution be put to the students for 
approval in the spring election of 2013. 



Representative-At-Large 




Derrick Flouston 
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Student Body President 



Dean of Students 



University President 
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The Constitution 

Of The Student Government Association 
Of Northwestern State University 


Article I- Name 

The name shall be the Northwestern State University of Louisiana Student Government 
Association, 

Article II- Purpose 

We, the students of Northwestern State University of Louisiana, in order to provide an 
official and representative student organization, to investigate student problems and take 
appropriate action, to provide the official voice through which student opinion may be 
expressed, to encourage the development of responsible student participation in the overall 
policy and decision-making processes of the University community, to foster an awareness of 

the student’s role in the academic community, to enhance the quality and scope of education at 

the University, and to provide means for responsible and effective participation in the 
organization of student affairs, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the Student 
Government Association of Northwestern State University of Louisiana. 

Article Ill-Constituency 

All full-time and part-time undergraduate students as defined by the Northwestern State 
University catalog shall have a voice in the Northwestern State University Student Government 
Association. All full-time and part-time graduate students as defined by the 
Dean of the Graduate School shall also become members of this organization upon enrollment. 

Article IV- Student Government Association 
Section 1-Authority 
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or supersede the rules and regulations concerning the social, recreational, 
cultural, or educational activities of the Student Body. All Recognized Student 
Organizations will be subject to the rules and regulations established by the 
Student Government Association. 

Section 2- Functions 

The functions of the Student Government Association shall be as follows: 

A. Represent and advocate on behalf of all students at the university 
before any and all audiences, included but not limited to: the 
Northwestern State University administration, the Louisiana Board of 
Regents, The University of Louisiana System, the City of 
Natchitoches, and the Louisiana Legislature. 

B. Enact by-laws for the Student Government Association. 

C. Have the power to fill vacancies on the Student Government 
Association as provided in the by-laws. 

D. Approve and monitor all budgets governed by the Student 
Government Association By- Laws. 

E. Form a special Summer Council 

F. Exercises all powers and duties not herein especially assigned, 
subject to the approval of the appropriate administrative officials of 
the University. 

G. May have input into the selection of personnel that directly influence 
the Student Government Association after meeting with them in a 
formal or informal meeting designated by the executive committee. 

Section 3- Student Government Association Members 

The Student Government Association shall be constituted as follows: 

A. Forty-four Northwestern State University Students, all voting 
members to be elected as provided in the Election code, of which one 
shall be the Speaker of the Senate. 

B. An Executive Board consisting of a President, Vice President, and 
Treasurer - elected by the Student Body; a Chief of Staff, 
Communications Director, and Secretary. 

a. The Presidential Cabinet shall consist of the Executive Board, 
the Chief Justice, and the Speaker of the Senate. 

C. The Supreme Court shall consist of one Chief Justice and four 
Justices. 

D. Staff Members 

a. Staff members are ex-officio non-voting members of the 
Executive Board and Student Government Association, but will 
have a voice in the Presidential Cabinet and General 
Meetings. 

b. The Director of Student Activities and Organizations shall be 
the official sponsor. 

c. Graduate Assistants assigned to the Director of Student 
Activities and Organizations shall function as Student 
Government Graduate Advisors. 
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Article VI- Initiative and Referendum 

A. Students, upon petition of thirty percent (30%) of the total number of valid ballots cast in 
the most recent general election of Student Government, shall have the right of statutory 
initiative. 

B. Students, upon petition of ten percent (10%) of the total number of valid ballots 
cast in the most recent general election of Student Government, shall have the right of 
referendum. 

C. The Senate, by majority vote, may refer any part of pending action to students for a vote 
at the next election. 


Article VII- Amendments 

A. Any amendment to this Constitution proposed within the Senate must be passed by a 
two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Representatives. Such amendments shall be presented to 
the students at the next election. 

B. Students, upon petition of thirty percent (30%) of the total number of valid ballots cast in 
the most recent general election of Student Government, shall have the right of 
constitutional initiative. Such amendments shall be presented to the students at the next 
election. 

C. Any proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be made available for public 
inspection a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to the election. A proposed amendment, 
together with the parts of the Constitution affected, shall be submitted to the Editor of 
current sauce at least one (1) week prior to the election. 

D. if an amendment receives a majority of ballots cast, the Student Body President must 
forward the amendment to the proper University authorities within one (1) week. 

Section 1 

Any amendment to this Constitution proposed within the Senate must be passed by a 
two-thirds (2/3) majority of the Senators. Such amendments shall be presented to the 
students at the next election. 

Section 2 

Students, upon petition of thirty percent (30%) of the total number of valid ballots cast in 
the most recent general election of Student Government, shall have the right of 
constitutional initiative. Such amendments shall be presented to the students at the next 
election. 

Section 3 

Any proposed amendment to this Constitution shall be made available for public 
inspection a minimum of two (2) weeks prior to the election. A proposed amendment, 
together with the parts of the Constitution affected, shall be submitted to the Editor of 
Current Sauce at least one (1) week prior to the election. 

Section 4 

If an amendment receives a majority of ballots cast, the Student Body President must 
forward the amendment to the proper University authorities within one (1) week. 
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The same person shall not hold two offices within the executive branch simultaneously, nor shall 
two persons hold the same elective office. The same person shall not hold office in more than 
one branch of the Student Government simultaneously. 

Section 2 

Student Government, as an entity, may not make any endorsements in any student elections, 
regardless of whether or not that election falls under the jurisdiction of the Student Government 
Election Code. 

Section 3 

This Constitution supersedes all previous constitutions of the Student Government and its 
ratification nullified all pending amendments to the current constitution. This Constitution shall 
take immediate effect when it shall have been ratified by a majority of ballots cast in an election 
by the members of the student body. 





Section 1 
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SP2013 April 24 
Act - 006 
Department: General 
Sponsors: LaMario Fortson 


Whereas, the Student Government Association’s Election Codes is the standing rules at which 

the Student Government Association governs elections; and 

Whereas, we have switched to departmental representation in our senate; and 

Whereas, the election codes word choice leaves room for confusion; and 

Whereas, these recently passed election codes need to be coherent in order for the Student 

Government Association to function properly; and 

Therefore let it be resolved, that in Article IV subsection 4.01 the word school be stricken from 
the election codes and be replaced with departments and it shall read as follows: 

4.01 Eligible students may file for a position in their respective departments, file for a 
position as Treasurer, or form an executive alliance, which requires a Presidential and Vice 
Presidential candidate. 






"ortson 
Student Affairs Chair 
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